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The Study of recognition of the self and its functions in Imam Khomeini's approach

(A qualitative study based on grounded theory)

Nahid Zeini Hassanvand *

Abstract:

Knowing the self and its functionality has always been the focus of humanities thinkers, especially in-the legal and
philosophical fields. The aim of this study was to analyze of Imam Khomeini's approach to the subject of self-
knowledge and its functions in a qualitative manner based on the data theory of the foundation or Grounded theory. The
statistical population includes all sources including books, lectures, texts and letters narrated by Imam Khomeini (as)
whose method of selection was purposeful. A total of 62 texts from different Sources were examined, but from source 48
onwards, the content within the text was repetitive and the data reached theoretical saturation. Data were analyzed
through text in three stages of open coding, axial coding and selective. The findings were formed in the form of a
conceptual model as follows: Causal conditions (causes and opportunities); Pivotal factors; Strategies; Ruling bed
(underlying factors); Interfering factors have been facilitators (backers) and inhibitors (barriers), and ultimately
consequences (results of self-knowledge). Findings showed that a lifestyle consistent with true cognition and action
based on the message of revelation and the program of nature, reference from the acquired knowledge to Intuitive
knowledge and self-cultivation will lead to self-knowledge. As a result of the connection between the knowledge of the
self and the knowledge of thedLord, the programs written in human nature will come to fruition; Therefore, the rational
soul will be attained and all the powers of the soul, including delusion, anger and lust, will surrender to common sense
and the prophets.and will become merciful soldiers, and eventually the position of succession to Allah and eternal

happiness will be achieved.

Key Words:

Acquired knowledge, Epistemology, Imam Khomeini, Intuitive knowledge, philosophical and mystical approach,

Recognition of Self.
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