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Studies indicate that in the process of the Islamic revolution, activists,
thinkers and the target society used the book as an effective tool in
stimulating feelings and emotions. The main objective of this article is a
comparative analysis of the content of the works of religious and Leftist
discourses, using the theory of discourse analysis by James Paul Gee.
The Religious and discourses, inspired by effective works and books,
tried to attract people in the course of the Islamic Revolution. In this
regard, the following books written by the religious and leftist authors
have been studied and analyzed : Velayat Faqih (Islamic Government)
by Imam Khomeini, The Islamic Movements of the Recent Centenary
by Morteza Motahari, The Victorious Struggle; Analytical History of
the Ashura Uprising by Mohammad Hossein Beheshti, From Freedom
to Martyrdom by Seyyed Mahmoud Talegani, A Thesis for Mobility by
Mustafa Shuaiyan, Analysis of the Position of Revolutionary Forces
in Iran by Bijan Jazani and Little Black Fish by Samad Behrangi. The
main question of this paper is as follows: What is the outcome of the
analysis of the content of the works of religious and Leftist discourses
in the process of the Islamic Revolution based on James Paul Gee’s
theory? The method used in this article is discourse analysis with the
help of James Paul Gee’s theory of discourse analysis. The findings of
the research show that according to the seven components of James’
building tasks, the religious and leftist discourses in their works share
issues such as dissatisfaction with the existing situation, drawing the
desired situation, criticism and the development method of the Pahlavi
regime, the instrumental use of tradition and religion, and the function
of intellectuals. On the other hand, the analysis and examination of the
works of two religious and leftist discourses shows that both discourses
differ in components such as the ontology and approach to the nature,
approach to modern concepts, development approaches, the principles
of the discourse, the schools of thought, motivations, and emotions.
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Introduction

The most well-known discourses before the Islamic Revolution in Iran were leftist and religious
discourses, each of which had its own audiences, spokespeople, and propaganda tools. Each of
the two religious and leftist discourses had its own thinkers and intellectual forces, and their
works had left an important impact on readers and audiences. Among the books on Islamic
discourse, we can mention the works of individuals such as Imam Khomeini (RA) (Velayat-e-
Faqih; Islamic government), Morteza Motahari (Islamic movements of the last hundred years),
Mohammad Hossein Beheshti (Victory fighter on Ashura), Seyyed Mahmoud Taleghani (From
freedom to martyrdom), A thesis for movement (Mostafa Shoaian), Analysis of the situation of
revolutionary forces in Iran (Bijan Jazni), Little Black Fish (Samad Bahrangi), etc. The main
question of the present study is what is the comparative study of the works of religious and leftist
discourse in the Islamic Revolution based on the method of James Paul Jay’s discourse analysis
theory?

Research Method
The method used in this article is discourse analysis with the help of James Paul J.’s discourse
analysis theory.

Research background

Hosseinizadeh and Shafiei Ardestan (2017) in their article titled “Analysis of the Time Periods of
the Islamic Revolution Discourse Relying on the Leadership of Imam Khomeini (AS)” believe
that temporal divisions and the notion of democracy as the central signifier of the revolutionary
discourse over a period of time lead to a better explanation of the discursive space of the Islamic
Revolution and how people acted.” Regarding the comparative study of discourse analysis of
leftist and religious works in the process of the Islamic Revolution, there is no article or book
that deals with it. However, a limited number of studies have referred to discourse analysis
of the works of intellectuals and activists. Also, one of the innovations of the present study is
that James Paul Jay’s discourse analysis method has been used to examine the discourses of the
Islamic Revolution.

Kasraei (2007), in his article titled “Typology of (Religious) Intellectual Currents from the
Constitutional Revolution to the Islamic Revolution,” discusses how religious thinkers deal
with the intellectual aspect of Western civilization (modernity). The author’s goal with the new
typology is, first, to show how religious thinkers (clergy and religious intellectuals) deal with
a new discourse that, at a certain point in history, has caused new divisions and conflicts with
its entry and presence in Iranian society. Second, this typology should cover at least the last
hundred years of Iran. The typology of religious thinkers’ discourse is classified into four sub-
discourses: the sub-discourse of refusal, the sub-discourse of indulgence, the sub-discourse of
adaptation, and the sub-discourse of innovation.

Conclusion and findings
The main objective of the present study was to conduct a comparative study of the content
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analysis of religious and left discourses in the process of the Islamic Revolution based on the
theory of discourse analysis by Paul James G. Regarding the aspects of the commonality of
left discourse with religious discourse, it can be noted that in both discourses, concepts such
as growth, evolution, and movement have value. The central signifier of both discourses is
dissatisfaction with the existing situation. In the works of both discourses, a program and a
vision document are outlined to achieve a desirable society. Both discourses used the concept
of reaction and reactionary more towards the ruling classes and forces that are aligned with the
modernization model and the path of capitalist growth of the Pahlavi regime. Both discourses
used the instrumental use of tradition to regulate the social program of transformation in society.
In both discourses, the group of revolutionary intellectuals has the prophetic duty of guiding the
masses to accelerate the inevitable course of history.

Regarding the differences between leftist discourse and religious discourse, it can be
acknowledged that: From the perspective of leftist discourse, the agent of movement is not
an external factor that they resort to in order to solve the problem by proving the existence
of God, but religious discourse emphasizes religious beliefs and Islamic faith. Because leftist
discourse was materialistic and accepted the originality of matter, they considered the entire
world and its creatures, even thought, science, spirit, etc., to be material, and they see the whole
of nature in motion. Religious discourse believes that the pain of Muslims is that they know the
right, solid path, dignity, greatness, and progress through their religion and the existence of the
Quran. Leftist discourse believes that all events and creatures are changing and evolving, and
that there is nothing that is constant and uniform. The only constant thing is the law of change
and transformation. According to religious discourse, the only absolute and unchangeable
thing is the essence of God. Leftist discourse’s interpretation of modernity is equivalent to
modernization, renovation, and Westernization. The religious discourse interpretation of
modernity is a paradigm and a multidimensional concept in science and technology, philosophy,
art, and architecture. Leftist discourse places great emphasis on the advancement of society in
industrial and technological aspects. Religious discourse emphasizes the reduction of modernity
to mechanism and technology. The intellectual foundations of leftist discourse are based on two
economic and social systems. The foundations of religious discourse are based on divine and
epistemological values. Leftists considered Marxism a sacred belief and made it evident in their
works. In religious discourse, other schools are doomed to failure and the only victorious school
is the divine school. Leftist discourse considers religious thought to be fundamentally irrational
and believes that it is incapable of creating a coherent intellectual system. According to this
religious discourse, the emotions, passions, beliefs, and convictions of this discourse are formed
on the basis of reason.
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