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Introduction

Imam Khomeini’s moral thought is an innate nature-oriented, based on which ethics, which
includes moral perceptions and tendencies, is one of the rules and requisites of human innate
nature. The innate nature of is a common natural reality in all human beings and it has two
ultimate characteristics or orientations, one is the main innate nature of love for good and
absolute perfection and absolute happiness, and the other is the secondary innate nature of hatred
of imperfection, evil, and misery. According to Imam’s belief, all tendencies and moral rules
that have an innate natural origin are referred to two main and secondary innate natures. Ethical
tendencies are one of the most important tendencies of human beings, that is, humans are inclined
towards goods and moral virtues and love them, because all of them are moral rules or requisites
of the innate nature of love for perfection, and vice versa, they hate evils and moral vices, which
are the requisites of the innate nature of hating imperfections. In Imam Khomeini’s thought,
innate natural rules, including moral perceptions, have the three characteristics of self-evidence,
indisputability, and immutability. According to the imam, since human beings have the same
creation or innate nature, all of them, despite their apparent differences, are covered by the same
innate natural rules and requisites, and there is no difference between them in this respect. Also,
the rules and requisites of innate nature are not limited to a specific time or place and depend on
the habits and customs, religion and beliefs of people in different societies to change or violate
from culture to culture or from tribe to tribe or from one historical period to another. In addition,
according to Imam’s belief, the rules of innate nature and its requisites are among the most self-
evidence, obvious and necessary rules; Because they are the only rulings that humans, despite
all the racial, intellectual, cultural, and religious differences, do not have any dispute about them,
and among the rational rulings, there is no ruling like the rulings of innate nature, which has such
a degree of self-evidence and there is no dispute about it. Therefore, moral perceptions, which
include moral concepts and moral rules, as innate natural things and from the rules and requisites
of innate nature, have the characteristics of self-evidence, indisputability, and immutability. It is
noted that it should be said that at least the general and basic rules and principles of ethics have
these characteristics, meaning that they are intuitive and pre-experiential principles due to their
self-evidence, whose justification does not require reasoning or referring to experience rather
self-justified, but they can be the basis for deducing partial moral judgments. Also, due to their
self-evidence, these principles are common to everyone and cannot be disputed or changed;
That is, people are unanimous in acknowledging these principles, and it is not the case that some
acknowledge them and others oppose them. The element of immutability implies the stability,
unconditioned and necessity of these principles, that is, moral principles are not conditional
and relative in the way that in different societies and cultures or in different historical eras with
changing habits and customs and differences in religion and beliefs change, but it is constant and
the same in all times and places and in all societies and for all people.

Statement of the problem and research method
According to these explanations, in Imam Khomeini’s moral thought, the fundamental and

ultimate principle of morality is the principle of innateness, which means that every principle,
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rule, and decree to be described as moral must be compatible with the innate nature of love for
good and perfection and hatred for evil and imperfection. The fundamental and ultimate nature
of this principle is that basic and general moral principles should be considered as its branches.
In other words, this principle is a general and necessary condition for the validity of moral
arguments and provides an intuitive basis with universal acceptance to measure the validity of
these arguments and is the principle that can be our guide in valuative and normative judgments.
And in the position of action, to guide our actions as it should and deserve, and finally to obtain
the necessary condition of ethicality of any judgment or decision or action. But since every
ultimate principle of ethics, in order to be able to have such functions, it is necessary to obtain a
clear formulation with its conceptual limitations and requisites, the problem of the present article
is that with the method of conceptual analysis of the innate natural principle of morality with the
title of “compatibility with innate nature” principle, how can a clear formulation be obtained and
what are its conceptual limitations and requisites?

Research Background

In the field of Imam Khomeini’s moral thought, articles have been written focusing on nature
and ethics, but these articles only discuss the rules of innate nature, the characteristics of innate
natural affairs, the emphasis of ethics on innate nature and theoretical and practical issues related
to it, the explanation of moral characteristics based on innate nature, and their subject is not the
formulation of the innate natural moral principle as a fundamental and final principle, which is
the goal that the present article has focused on.

Discussion and conclusion

In this article, based on the analysis of the innate natural theory of ethics in Imam Khomeini’s
thought, it was shown that moral belief means “belief in the compatibility of an action or rule
of action with innate nature” and therefore the fundamental and ultimate principle of ethics is
the principle of “compatibility with innate nature” and this principle with the introduction that
“one should always follow an action or rule of action that is compatible or requisite with the
innate natural tendency of love for good and perfection or hatred of evil and imperfection” can
be formulated as follows: “If we believe that an action or rule of action is an example of good or
a means to achieve it, we must do it as it corresponds to the natural tendency of love for good,
and if we believe that an action or rule of action is an example of evil or a means to achieve it,
we should not do it as it is in accordance with the innate natural tendency to hate the defect”. The
principle of compatibility with innate nature emphasizes that “our actions must be in harmony
with our moral beliefs”, therefore, one of the essentials of this principle is to act according to
moral duty, which is one of the requirements of compatible thinking, that is, compatibility of
action with belief based on that, if we believe that an action is our moral duty, we must commit
to it. According to the Imam’s definition of righteous action, this requirement is explained as
follows: “If we believe that an action or rule of action is necessary or right or righteous, we must
commit to it, and if we believe that an action or rule of action is not necessary or wrong or unjust,
we should not do it.” Therefore, we should not combine “belief in being an example of good or a
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means of achieving good of an action or rule of action (or the compatibility of an action or rule
of action with innate nature)” with “not commitment to that action or rule of action”. Also, this
principle can be expressed in the form of a general law that requires commitment to what we
consider to be everyone’s moral duty as follows: “We should not combine belief in that anyone
should be committed to an action or a rule of action that is an example of good or a means of
achieving good (or is compatible with innate nature) with our non-commitment to that action.”
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