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The issue of menstruation has several injunctions. One is the
permissibility or impermissibility of sexual intercourse after
the cessation of bleeding and before performing ghusl (ritual
bath), which is a matter directly relevant to men and women in
society. Fortunately, this issue is addressed in verse 222 of Surah
al-Bagarah in the Quran, and its ruling is stated. However,
the difference in the recitation of the verb “ya hurna” (they are
purified) in the verse has led to varying understandings and
fatwas among scholars of literature and jurisprudence. This
paper examines the aforementioned verse from the perspective
of jurists, especially Imam Khomeini, from a literary standpoint
and using a descriptive-analytical method. It presents and
evaluates different opinions and views. Aside from extensive
jurisprudential and exegetical sources, no independent research
on this topic was found. The aim of this research is to discover
the influence of literature on deriving rulings and to understand
the opinions of jurists, particularly Imam Khomeini, regarding
this issue. This research revealed that some jurists considered
the verse ambiguous, while others inferred recommendation or
dislike. However, Imam Khomeini considers the verse’s indication
complete and supported by sufficient textual evidence. Based
on evidence and context, this verse indicates the permissibility
of sexual intercourse after the cessation of bleeding and before
performing ghusl.
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Introduction

The issue of menstruation entails many secondary principles. One of these principles is
the permissibility or prohibition of intercourse when the bleeding stops and before ghusl,
which completely influences men and women in society. Fortunately, in the Qur’an, in
verse 222 of Surah Al-Baqarah, this issue was raised and its ruling was explicated.

Statement of the Problem

The Qur’an, which is now among the Muslims, has come down through the recitations
(Qira’at) of various reciters, and these recitations sometimes are different. These differences
sometimes affect the meaning. Moreover, in the position of ’Ifta’ (Act of issuing a fatwa),
the jurists are obliged to pay attention to these differences in recitations and carefully
examine all of them.

One of the verses, which provoked an argument regarding the existing recitations, is verse
222 of Surah Al-Baqarah. God Almighty said: “They ask you about menstruation. Say: ‘It
is an injury. Stay away from women during their menstrual periods and do not approach
them until they are cleansed. When they have cleansed themselves, then come to them
from where Allah has commanded you. Allah loves those who turn to Him in repentance
and He loves those who cleanse themselves. (222, Al-Baqarah).”

Most of the reciters of Kufa have recited the verse as “ Yattahharna ““ with the stressed letter
and other reciters have recited it with sukoon as “Yathurna” According to the recitations of
those who recited “Yathurna”, that is, based on the second recitation, this verb is a single
ternary verb: “Tahurat, Tohra and Tahara”. But according to the recitations of those who
recited Yattahharna using the stressed letter, the word was originally Yatata, harna, which
has been merged into Yattahharna.

Each of these recitations offers an interpretation of the verse that is different from the
other interpretations. These differences have resulted in a difference in opinions regarding
rulings on the sexual intercourse with a menstruating woman.

Significance of the Study: The topic is significant in clarifying the effect of the Arabic
literature on jurisprudential interpretation and understanding.
Necessity: It is highly necessary to solve this literary- jurisprudential issue, which affects
believers, including men and women, and determine their Sharia duty, because if this issue
is not explained properly, the possibility of doing formidable things and major sins is
seriously raised.

The Purpose of the Study: This research aims at examining the recitations of this verse
and understanding the opinions of jurists, especially Imam Khomeini (PBUH).

Research Questions: This study specifically raises these research questions: What is
Imam Khomeini’s literary-jurisprudential view, as a contemporary jurist, on verse 222 of
Surah Baqarah? The secondary questions related to this issue are as follows: What are the
opinions of other jurists regarding the recitations of this verse? And what criticisms can be
made on the recitations of the verse?

Research Hypothesis: The verse is mainly about the intercourse with the menstruating



3 Ebrahim Azizi Asl & Other: Imam Khomeini’s Literary-Jurisprudential Perspective on Verse ...

woman and examines whether is it prohibited to have the intercourse when the bleeding
stops and before ghusl? It seems that removing the unlawfulness of intercourse depends
upon the end of the bleeding and the practice of performing ghusl after the bleeding stops.
Literature Review: Only one research was found on the subject of the intercourse with
the menstruating woman, which was written by Hamid Reza Khorasani and was published
on the Website of the Jurisprudential School of Imam Muhammad Baqir (PBUH) on May
23, 2017. However, this study used a narrative-jurisprudential approach rather than using
a Qur’anic lens.

The research is based on the Arabic literature and utilizes descriptive-analytical method.
The way “Yathurna “ is recited and the meaning of verse 222 of the Surah Al-Bagarah have
long been disputed by jurists. Sheikh Sadouq Murad considered “Yathurna” to be Ghusl.
But Sayyid Morteza, without a doubtlessly, regards the meaning of the verse to be simply
the end of the bleeding. Sheikh Al-Ta’ifah says in al-Khilaf: If the vulva is washed after the
bleeding, intercourse is permissible even if the woman does not perform ghusl, and there is
no differences between the length of the menstrual cycle.

Whether Yattahharna is read using the stressed letter or read through shortening, or what
the various meanings of the verse are based on each interpretation led to the development
of three theories in this case.

The first theory: This theory is a summary of the verse. Based on this theory, the meaning
of the verse with regard to the permissibility or prohibition of the intercourse is not clear
and cannot be documented as fatwa. In this case, one should stop mentioning the verse
and refer to other sources of jurisprudence to issue a fatwa. Sheikh Ansari, Sayyid Mohsen
Hakim and Khoei are among those who support this opinion. Khoei made mention of the
conflict between the recitations of reduction and weakening, which results in the rejection
of both recitations.

The second theory: This theory believes in the hatred of the sexual intercourse with women
or the desirability of avoiding women, when addressing the issue. Some scholars, such as
Allameh Helli, maintains that the verse is a matter of hatred. Ash-Shahid ath-Thani also
considers the result of the addition of the two recitations of mitigation and aggravation to
be purity. Shaykh Tusi says: Except for the vagina, it is permissible to touch what is above
the navel and below the knees, but touching between the navel and the knee is a point of
disagreement. I it not a problem among us (Shia), but it is better to avoid it.

According to Allameh Helli, the sexual intercourse is a matter of hatred after the bleeding
stops and before ghusl. He referred to two reasons for his argument:

The third theory: Nevertheless, Imam Khomeini (PBUH), interpreting this sacred verse,
points out that the lateral intercourse with a woman is permissible after purification and
before ghusl. According to Imam Khomeini, this verse indicates that:

A: Itis necessary to stay away from a menstruating woman because the intercourse hurts her.
And the interpretation of the phrase indicating “do not approach them” explains the phrase
“stay away from women”. As God said: “ Stay away from women during their menstrual
periods because they are suffering and do not approach them until they are cleansed.”
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b. The part “until they are cleansed” from the verse is a branch of the main argument and is
not an independent issue. Therefore, the meaning of this part of the verse is interpreted as
follows: The sexual intercourse is permissible when the bleeding stops.

c. Interpreting this part of the verse as ghusl, ablution or even washing the vulva disagrees
with the beginning of the verse, because the beginning of the sacred verse clearly indicates
that the sexual intercourse is prohibited because of the menstrual cycle itself.

The third theory is close in meaning to the conventional understanding of the verse and is
completely consistent with the internal evidence and the context of the word.
Inthisresearch, it was revealed that some jurists regarded the verse as an inconclusive matter,
and others interpreted it as a matter of desirability or hatred. However, Imam Khomeini
(RA) considers the meaning of the verse as complete and formed based on sufficient
proofs. Based on the evidence and the context, this verse refers to the permissibility of
intercourse when the bleeding completely stops and before ghusl. As a result, although
the difference of recitations of the verse 222 of Surah Al-Baqarah has made scholars and
jurists doubt the meaning of the verse, the clues in the verse helps to understand it. The
interpretation of Yathurna through shortening is of the internal meaning of the verse. Based
on the proofs and the context, this verse makes mention of the permissibility of the sexual
intercourse when the bleeding stops and before ghusl.
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