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Science policy, as a domain of public policymaking, requires a
theoretical foundation in which the nature, mission, functions, and
fundamental issues of science are clarified. Examining this theoretical
foundation within Islamic thought, particularly in the perspective of
Imam Khomeini, has received limited attention from researchers,
and so far, Imam Khomeini’s views on science policy have not been
systematically articulated. This study analyzes policy-related issues
of science in Imam Khomeini’s works using thematic analysis with
a deductive-inductive approach. Key components of science policy
in Imam Khomeini’s thought include the following: Believing in
the discovery of science from reality, considering science as non-
materialistic, and The innateness of seeking knowledge (Nature of
Science). Emphasizing “self-sufficiency, independence, and honor”
as the ultimate Goals of science (Mission of Science). Advocating for
the active engagement of members of the academic community while
acknowledging the principles of state intervention and regulation
(Politics of science). Accepting both public and private sector investment
in science (Economics of Science). The necessity of having a divine
intention in acquiring knowledge and emphasizing the necessity of
combining knowledge and moral refinement (Ethics of Science), In the
end, science is out of place (Communication of Science). The policy-
related aspects of these components are as follows: Extending science
policy to encompass all disciplines, not limited to Islamic sciences,
Organizing, developing, and advancing the academic and scientific
institutions based on the principles of self-sufficiency, independence,
and honor of a religious society, Promoting regulation within academic
institutions by their members while accepting the principle of state
intervention, Not opposing the government investment as well as the
private sector in science, encouraging both men and women to learn
science, the requirement of combining scientific development with the
development of ethical aspects of science and the cultivation of morally
oriented people, and maximum emphasis on scientific communication.
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Introduction And statement of the problem

like other social phenomena, Science, is subject to policy-making and is guided through
various government interventions — whether regulatory, supportive or restrictive. These
policies can address macro or more detailed issues such as financing, women’s participation,
relations with industry and society, etc. The answers to these issues vary depending on
worldviews and value systems. Since science holds a high position in Islamic thought, the
present study, focusing on Imam Khomeini’s views, seeks to answer the main question:
How is science policy formulated in Imam Khomeini’s thought? This problem is answered
by answering the following detailed questions:

1) What is the nature of science? What is the nature of academic sciences and what is their
place in the geometry of religious knowledge?

2) What is the mission of academic science in Islamic thought and for what purpose is it
pursued?

3) What is the relationship between the scientific community and the Islamic government?
Is intervention in the institution of science by the government acceptable?

4) How should science be financed (public budget, market mechanism, endowment, etc.)?
5) What is the relationship between science and gender?

6) What is the ethics of science? What is the ethical mission of the scholar?

7) What should the scientific community’s relations with the scientific communities of the
world be?

Background

Imam Khomeini’s words about science on the one hand, his explicit statements about
universities and their key position as the source of reform and corruption in society and
their role in the independence and self-sufficiency of the country on the other hand, as well
as the comprehensiveness and great depth of Imam Khomeini’s thought, have attracted the
attention of researchers to his thought for more precise and deeper exploration. A detailed
examination of the research in this field indicates that they can be classified into eight
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categories: “ethics of science”, “Islamic identity of science”, “relationship of science and
faith”, “relationship of science and religion”, “religious science”, “epistemology”, “views
on different sciences” and “Islamic university”. However, what has not been examined
so far is the examination of his thought on the components of science policy (such as the
mission of science, the relationship between the science institution and the government,
the relationship between science and gender, the connections between science and the
science institution, etc.) and the formulation of these components in a specific logic. The

present study seeks to formulate these components in his thought.

Research Method

a) Data Collection Method: Given that the formulation of science will be extracted from
Imam Khomeini’s works, the data was collected by studying the works and examining
the documents. In order to better access the relevant data, an initial framework was
first designed based on the research questions so that Imam Khomeini’s works could be
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collected and analyzed with these questions in mind.

b) Research Strategy: The data were examined using the “theme analysis” strategy and the
“inductive-deductive” approach. Given the qualitative nature of the data in this research, it
is necessary to use the qualitative method to analyze them. Among the qualitative methods,
due to the research goal of identifying and extracting concepts and themes related to the
formulation of science, theme analysis is more compatible with other qualitative methods
- each of which is designed for specific goals and issues.

Findings

Searching for the two keywords “science” and “knowledge” in Imam Khomeini’s works
yielded 5111 and 98 results, respectively, all of which were reviewed. After analyzing the
relevant data and finding themes, the theoretical components of the formulation of science
in Imam Khomeini’s thought were obtained as follows.

Row Dimension Components

1 The nature of science Discover the truth

Acquisitional science: the form of an object in
relation to another object

Presence science: the presence of an object in
relation to another object

The separation of science from Material

The innateness of seeking knowledge

2 The position of Science Showing the path to happiness (paradise)

Endless learning

The greatest of virtues

The value of science to others

3 The relationship between science The distinction between science and faith
and religion

Harmony of science and religion

The irreplaceability of science and religion

4 The nature of religious science The need for connection and continuity be-
tween the Seminary and the university

The general division of science into worldly
and otherworldly

Beneficial knowledge

The Fluidity of Beneficial Knowledge in the
Light of “Intentions *

5 The relationship between science The possibility of studying science for both
and gender men and women
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Row Dimension Components

6 The purpose of science Intellectual and identity independence

Self-sufficiency and independence in country

governance

Scientific self-sufficiency

7 The ethics of scientist Divine Intention in Acquiring Science

Refining the soul alongside acquiring Science

Islamic education of the young generation

8 The moral mission of the scientist awareness and enlightenment in society

Islamization of the university

Preventing the infiltration of deviant elements

9 Science Communication The placelessness of science and the maxi-
mum use of scientists from different countries

Conclusion

The present study has examined the formation of science policy in Imam Khomeini’s
thought and analyzed his answers by transforming seven components into research
questions. Imam Khomeini considers all sciences, including experimental sciences,
valuable if they have divine intention. Therefore, science policy in his view should include
all sciences. He considers the university as an institution for achieving independence and
self-sufficiency of the Islamic society. The result is that science policy should be aimed
at achieving the independence and self-sufficiency of the country and based on that, the
institution of science should develop and improve.

Regarding government intervention in the institution of science, Imam Khomeini believed
that although the main role is for academics, he also approved the regulatory intervention
of the government by forming institutions such as the Supreme Council of the Cultural
Revolution. Therefore, the governance of science in his thought is a combination of the
role of the government and the scientific elite.

The question of financing science, because it was not a contemporary question of Imam
Khomeini in Iranian society, has not been directly answered in his speech and writings.
However, considering his agreement with the establishment of the Islamic Azad University,
it can be said that he has no objection to government investment in science, as well as
private investment.

On the issue of gender, Imam Khomeini does not consider the study of science to be
limited to men and believes that Islam has called both men and women to study science. It
is clear that this view leads to inclusive scientific policies.

In the field of scientific ethics, he emphasizes that science without self-cultivation is
not only useless, but can be harmful. Science should be a means of approaching God.
Therefore, science policy should focus on the moral and spiritual education of individuals
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along with scientific development.

Imam Khomeini believes that there are no restrictions on learning science in terms of
religious beliefs and that one can learn science from non-Muslims. This view opens up a
broad horizon for scientific interactions and communications in science policy, making it
one of the important and influential pillars of science policymaking.
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