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Subject-matter jurisprudence, by focusing on the precise analysis
of subjects, plays a pivotal role in the process of ijtihad. Although
at first glance its impact on inference might seem negligible,
in reality, inference without considering subject-matter
jurisprudence is futile and lacks efficacy. Paying attention to this
area brings advantages such as facilitating ijtihad, enhancing the
quality of inference, and reducing errors. The present research
was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, aiming to
explain subject-matter jurisprudence and its mechanisms within
the jurisprudential method of Imam Khomeini. The findings
indicate that achieving optimal inference depends on subject-
matter jurisprudence, and this requires four key mechanisms:
perspectives  (including paradigm, thought, and theory),
information, techniques, and organization.
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Introduction

The pillars of ijtihad include: jurisprudence of the subject, jurisprudence of texts,
jurisprudence of statements, jurisprudence of application, and jurisprudence of order.
Jurisprudence of the subject means that subjects are not approached cursorily or without
sufficient reflection; rather, through appropriate effort, one seeks to discover their ultimate
purpose. Since this research aims to explain and analyze jurisprudence of the subject,
addressing the other pillars requires a separate opportunity.

Perhaps in the past, inattention to methodology did not pose significant problems. However,
in today’s world, given the challenges that new conditions have imposed on humanity and
the resulting transformation of intellectual space, paying attention to macro-perspectives
in the field of knowledge is essential as a means of harmonizing knowledge with these
conditions and responding to needs. Therefore, special attention to jurisprudence of the
subject is necessary. As a branch of methodology, subject jurisprudence can not only help
stabilize the framework of knowledge in new circumstances but also act as a gateway
for transformation. This imparts strength and progression to knowledge, as it acquaints
scholars with the strengths and weaknesses of knowledge and equips them with the
necessary tools to overcome these weaknesses.

The revisionary design and analysis of subject jurisprudence is necessary because,
in essence, subject jurisprudence represents an attempt to ascend to the summit. If an
individual or group pursues the path of inference without activating subject jurisprudence
and its mechanisms—such as perspectives (idea, thought, theory), information, techniques,
and organization—they will either remain incapable of reaching the summit or, by wasting
a substantial portion of their strength and capacities, will arrive later than necessary.
Moreover, sciences such as “philosophy of jurisprudence,” “philosophy of principles,”
“philosophy of inference,” and the like have received increased attention in recent years,
and it seems that over time, the role and importance of such topics will become more
evident, leading to further studies in these areas. Significant portions of these sciences
should be regarded as topics that influence the formation and realization of ijtihad—
that is, methodological topics—a large part of which must be explored and refined by
examining the conditions of ijtihad, including subject jurisprudence. Therefore, examining
and analyzing the position of subject jurisprudence in Imam Khomeini’s jurisprudential
method, based on a comprehensive understanding of his approach to issues in order to
recognize and articulate the jurisprudential effects arising from it, constitutes the research
problem of this article.

Background

Jurisprudence of the subject, as explained, has sporadically attracted the attention of
jurisprudents and scholars of paraphrase, such that occasionally books and articles have
addressed this issue and contributed to the literature on the subject. One positive aspect
of these works is that they have taken valuable steps in promoting and introducing the
methodology and schools of jurisprudence. However, they have never attempted to
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produce a detailed work in the field of subject jurisprudence and its mechanisms. In
contrast, the present study, while analyzing Imam Khomeini’s jurisprudential method,
explains subject jurisprudence along with its four mechanisms as a pillar of ijtihad
and compares it with Imam Khomeini’s jurisprudential method. Furthermore, subject
jurisprudence in the jurisprudential method of each jurist may follow a different approach,
and Imam Khomeini’s jurisprudential method is noteworthy and worthy of study given
his jurisprudential standing. In any case, works related to a portion of the research topic
have emerged, including: the article “Rereading the Characteristics and Process of
Recognizing the Subjects of Rulings” by Mr. Hojjatollah Bayat (published in 2019), the
book “The Position of Subjectology” by Mr. Khademian (published in 2017), the article
“Jurisprudential Subjectology and Its Relationship with Sciences” by Mr. Navai (published
in 2002), among others.

Research Method

Given the importance of methodological issues and jurisprudence of the subject—
as a branch of methodology—as well as its impact on the formation of jurisprudential
knowledge and the compilation and teaching of its topics, writing a work on the description
and analysis of subject jurisprudence appears necessary. On the other hand, the necessity
of methodology in inferential activities parallels the necessity of compiling the science
of logic as a tool of thought; transforming the unconscious processes that experts in each
field apply into conscious processes leads to the discovery of fallacies and stylistic and
content deficiencies. This holds true for jurisprudential theories as well, and jurisprudence
requires methodology to move toward reform and perfection. Naturally, the jurist also
needs jurisprudence of the subject.

Findings

According to this study, an inference in its desirable form must incorporate jurisprudence
of the subject with its specific mechanisms, namely: 1. Perspectives (idea, thought, theory);
2. Information; 3. Techniques; 4. Organization.

Conclusion

The foregoing discussion demonstrates that one must exercise greater care in encountering
and understanding issues and should not succumb to the dominance of a particular
mentality and its fame—especially the fame that largely formed after Sheikh Tusi and, as
a result of his scientific authority dominating the jurisprudential space, was propagated
by his imitators and followers, with no trace found in the period before the Sheikh. Such
fame initially emerges as “famous” and, after a while, becomes “accepted fame,” gradually
attaining such penetration and sanctity that some do not even consider it permissible to study
or discuss them. Today, whether we like it or not, we are confronted with a generation of
innovative topics that are the product of scientific effort and dynamism in the surrounding
world. This group of topics, despite their wide-ranging impact on life and its direction,
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is highly specialized and inaccessible to the general public; insight into them can only
be gained within their own specialized fields. Therefore, it is necessary that discussions
of subject jurisprudence also be raised as a prerequisite for ijtihad. By entering into the
context of fundamental and jurisprudential-ijtihad discussions, its various theoretical,
practical, content-based, and methodological dimensions should be clarified in such a
way that it finds its due place in the process of inference and acquires sufficient power
to solve related issues. Accordingly, if subject jurisprudence is necessary for a jurist—
and it is—and if evaluating and appraising the mechanisms of subject jurisprudence is
necessary—and it is—one must recognize the method of the jurists and, based on that
recognition, confidently access their thoughts and evaluate them with full awareness. This
will be achieved by recognizing subject jurisprudence and implementing its mechanisms.
Paying attention to subject jurisprudence can render the jurist’s speech and discourse more
complete, enabling him to speak as he thinks and ultimately issue fatwas and rulings.
What is important is that inference is based on traditional and disciplined jurisprudence,
not merely on traditional and well-known jurisprudence. Crucially, the aim is the correct
process, not the product according to well-known principles. The correct process is
achieved by the jurist’s application of subject jurisprudence and its mechanisms in the path
of inference.
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