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The Expansion in the Number and Meaning of Ayat al-Ahkam with Emphasis on Imam
Khomeini’s Qur’anic Inferences in Islamic Government (Wilayat al-Faqih)

Abstract

The thematic scope of the science of jurisprudence (figh) and the emergence of new issues
alongside the limitations of the sources and evidences of this knowledge present a serious
challenge for jurists (fuqgaha); especially for those jurists who, on one hand, consider the scope of
jurisprudence to be maximal, and on the other hand, exercise great precision in basing their
religious edicts (fatawa) on authentic evidences. One of the strategies available to these jurists is
to pay attention to the unknown or less recognized capacities of the sources, including the
neglected capacities of the Qur'an; whether in the form of focusing on verses that had not
previously been counted among the verses of rulings (ayat al-ahkam), or in the form of deepening
the conceptual understanding and expanding the applicability of verses whose legal content has
generally been considered. Neglecting this matter will result in the continued marginalization of
the Holy Qur'an in jurisprudential discussions. In the present writing, to achieve a sample of greater
utilization of the jurisprudential capacities of the Qur'anic verses, the jurisprudential verses cited
by Imam Khomeini in the book Wilayat al-Faqih (Guardianship of the Jurist) will be examined
using a descriptive-analytical method, and his foundational principles will be elucidated. Special
attention to the practical necessities and requirements of the rulings, consideration of the
dominance of certain narrations (ahadith) over the subjects of the Qur'anic verses (alongside their
specifying aspect), and the legitimate use of the Qur'anic generalities are among the most important
strategies employed by Imam Khomeini in this regard. Analyzing and refining these strategies can
also pave the way for innovation in the semantic development of other Qur'anic verses.

Keywords:

Ayat al ahkam, Inference, Imam Khomeini, Potentials of Quran, Literal Quranic Phrases



