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Propositions, Criterion of Measurement.

Assessing the truth and falsehood of propositions presented
in any science and providing criteria and standards for
measurement is one of the important concerns of scientists
in various fields. In the science of mysticism, this concern
exists for all mystical propositions, especially intuitive ones.
Like other sciences, mysticism needs a standard and law
to understand the truth and falsehood of propositions and
perceptions based on intuition — which is the most important
source of knowing the truths of the universe after revelation
— so that the mystic can, with these standards and criteria,
determine the certainty of his revelations, observations, and
visions. Since every non-infallible human is prone to error
in knowledge, mystics have provided criteria and standards
such as conformity with the Qur’an and Hadith to validate
mystical propositions and the reality of their experiences and
to distinguish divine inspirations from satanic ones. In this
research, using a descriptive-analytical method and library
tools, the criteria for the truth and falsehood of mystical
perceptions from Imam Khomeini’s perspective will be
extracted and examined. He mentioned four criteria for
distinguishing the perceptions of non-infallible humans: 1.
The Greater Criterion (the Qur’an); 2. The Lesser Criterion
(the Infallibles (AS)); 3. The Mystic Himself; 4. The Perfect
Guide.
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Introduction

This article examines the criteria for distinguishing the authenticity and inauthenticity
of mystical perceptions (revelation and intuition) from the viewpoint of Imam Khomeini
(RA). Given that the mystical experiences of non-infallible humans are always
susceptible to error, mixing with egoistic illusions, or satanic inspirations, providing
reliable criteria to distinguish authentic from false perceptions is an undeniable
necessity in Islamic mysticism. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method
and library resources, extracts and explains Imam Khomeini’s intellectual framework
in this regard.

Literature review

Discussions related to measuring mystical experiences have been raised in the works
of great mystics such as Ibn Arabi, Qaysari, Roozbahan Baqli, Sa’en al-Din Torka, and
contemporary figures like Ayatollah Javadi Amoli. They emphasized the possibility of
error in the revelations of non-infallibles and proposed criteria such as the Qur’an, Sunnah,
intellect, and the guidance of a guide. However, no research had specifically addressed
Imam Khomeini’s criteria, and this article seeks to fill this gap.

Research Findings

Imam Khomeini’s Fourfold Criteria:
Imam Khomeini introduced four main criteria for distinguishing correct from incorrect
mystical perceptions:

1. The Greater Criterion (The Holy Qur’an):

The Qur’an is the infallible, comprehensive criterion for measuring all states, actions, and
observations of the wayfarer.

The wayfarer is obliged to measure all his heart conditions and revelations against the
verses of the Qur’an.

According to Imam Khomeini, the Qur’an is not merely a book of stories; it is a
comprehensive guide for the spiritual journey towards God.

2. The Lesser Criterion (The Sunnah of the Infallibles “9):

The conduct, tradition, and statements of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), as
the true interpreters of the Qur’an, are the second and complementary criterion.

Any observation or revelation that contradicts Shari’ah standards and the teachings of the
Infallibles is false and unreliable.

Spiritual wayfaring without holding fast to the Wilayah of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) leads to
misguidance and Satan.

3.The Mystic Himself (Intellect and Inner States):
This criterion is considered an innovative and specific point in Imam Khomeini’s view.
Sound intellect enlightened by the light of innate nature (Fitrah), which is blended with
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religious teachings, can assist the wayfarer in the initial distinction between truth and
falsehood.

By examining his own intention and the effects and states that occur after a revelation (such
as peace, attention to God, or conversely, anxiety and pride), the wayfarer can discern its
nature. Divine inspirations usually bring peace and goodness.

4. The Perfect Guide:

The presence of an aware and complete guide and mentor, who has mastery over the states
of the wayfarer and the intricacies of the path, is necessary for correcting and explaining
mystical perceptions.

A perfect guide can discern the wayfarer’s observations, which may be mixed with illusions
or satanic inspirations, and save him from misguidance.

Imam Khomeini emphasized the necessity of absolute submission to the instructions of
such a guide.

Conclusion

From Imam Khomeini’s perspective, the mystical perceptions of non-infallible humans,
due to the possibility of mixing with egoistic temptations and satanic inspirations, require
measurement against reliable criteria.

These criteria are presented as a fourfold system: the Qur’an (Greater Criterion), the
Sunnah of the Infallibles (Lesser Criterion), the mystic himself (intellect and inner states),
and the perfect guide.

Together, these four criteria create a secure framework for the wayfarer, enabling them,
on the intricate path of spiritual wayfaring, to distinguish authentic perceptions from false
ones and remain protected from deviation.
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