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armed opposition group was based on tolerance, counsel, and
intellectual guidance; however, as the organization transitioned
to organized violence and collaboration with the Baathist
regime in Iraq, the Islamic Republic>s policy shifted to legiti-
mate coercive measures, justified under the juridical rulings of
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Introduction

The nature and manner of how political systems deal with opposition groups has always been one
of the most challenging issues in governance. The Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO), as one
of the most important and uncompromising opponents of the Islamic Republic, has experienced
extensive and complex transformations in ideology, strategy, and performance since its formation.
These transformations began with armed struggle against the Pahlavi regime, escalated into violent
confrontation with the Islamic Republic after the Islamic Revolution, and continue to this day, more
than four decades later.

Examining the Islamic Republic’s model of engagement with the MKO is significant not only from
a historical perspective, but also because of its applicability to similar cases of opposition groups,
thus holding both theoretical and practical importance. Accordingly, the purpose of this article is to
present a comprehensive analysis of the Islamic Republic’s interactions with the MKO, with the aim
of developing a model for dealing with opposition groups within the framework of Islamic political
jurisprudence and the conduct (sirah) of the Infallibles (peace be upon them). This model may also
serve as a basis for analyzing the Islamic Republic’s approach toward other opposition groups. In this
regard, the main research question is: According to what logic can the Islamic Republic’s behavioral
model toward the MKO (in light of its behavioral transformation) be justified?

Literature Review

Although considerable research has been published on the intellectual, structural, and operational
transformations of the MKO, there is as yet no study that examines the Islamic Republic’s
confrontation with the organization as an analytical model for dealing with opposition. This research
is innovative in several respects: first, by referring to jurisprudential discussions, it explains the roots
of the transformation in the Islamic Republic’s logic of dealing with the MKO over time in response
to the organization’s behavior. Second, it seeks to present, on the basis of this logic, an analytical
model of the Islamic Republic’s behavior toward opponents, as exemplified by the MKO. Third, in
explaining this model, the study applies an Islamic approach to classifying the reciprocal political
behavior of the people and the political system.

Materials and Methods

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method and draws upon library sources, including
official documents, declarations, Imam Khomeini’s statements and judicial rulings, as well as MKO
publications, to study the evolution of the MKO and the Islamic Republic’s responses.

Findings

The study argues that the MKO’s behavioral evolution can be divided into three phases: (1) “Struggle

and Opposition” against the Pahlavi regime (pre-revolution), (2) “Opposition” to the Islamic Republic

(1979-1981), and (3) “Armed Confrontation” with the Islamic Republic (from 1981 onward). The

findings highlight several points:

1. Imam Khomeini’s governance in relation to the MKO was based on the principles of Shi‘a political
jurisprudence, the conduct of the Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Ali (AS), as well as the sociological
framework of political behavior. This approach was gradual, step-by-step, and proportionate to the
MKO?’s strategic shifts.

2. The Islamic Republic’s initial approach toward the MKO as an opposition group emphasized
tolerance, advice, and guidance. However, with the MKO’s transition to organized violence and
collaboration with a foreign enemy (the Ba‘athist regime of Iraq), the Islamic Republic’s response
shifted to legitimate violence—grounded in the jurisprudential rulings of moharebeh (waging war
against God) and baghy (armed insurrection against a legitimate ruler).

3. The Islamic Republic’s actions against the MKO are defensible within both religious and rational
frameworks, and can be reproduced as a theoretical-practical model for dealing with other
opposition groups.
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Conclusion
The Islamic Republic’s behavior toward the MKO was systematically structured, logically consistent,
and proportionate to the organization’s behavioral transformations. This can be analyzed in three
dimensions:

 Jurisprudentially: The Islamic Republic’s political conduct toward the MKO can be analyzed
through the jurisprudential concepts of moharebeh and baghy. During the early years, the MKO’s
terrorist actions fell under moharebeh, but with the intensification of military activity and cooperation
with Saddam Hussein’s regime, their actions came under baghy. Qur’anic teachings, the Prophetic
and Alavid sirah, and these jurisprudential rulings all stress the necessity of decisive response—i.e.
legitimate violence-against groups threatening social and Islamic order.

* Sociologically: Throughout its history, the MKO underwent three distinct behavioral stages: armed
struggle against the Pahlavi regime, non-armed opposition to the Islamic Republic, and armed
terrorist confrontation with the Islamic Republic. This evolution shows the MKO’s shift from political
opposition to attempts at regime overthrow through violent means. Correspondingly, the Islamic
Republic’s behavior shifted from advice and tolerance to legitimate violence, mirroring the Prophet’s
(PBUH) hierarchical model in dealing with opponents: invitation, tolerance, and ultimately, jihad.

* Governance-wise: Imam Khomeini’s positions toward the MKO evolved in line with its actions.
Initially, he attempted to guide and dissuade the group through advice and warning. However, with
the escalation of violence, assassinations, and collaboration with Saddam’s regime, he endorsed
legitimate violence-including execution-strictly within Islamic legal boundaries.

Practically speaking, in line with Islamic rationality, the Islamic Republic’s approach weakened the
MKO’s domestic structure, reduced its terrorist influence, restored societal security, and prevented
the spread of terrorist violence.

The author declare that the artificial intelligence tool DeepSeek was used solely for language editing
and translation of references and the abstract during the preparation of this manuscript. All content
generated or refined by this tool has been thoroughly reviewed and verified by the author. The author
bear full responsibility for the scientific accuracy, originality, and integrity of the final manuscript.
This tool played no role in the generation of ideas, data analysis, or the final conclusions of the study.
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