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of this study stems from the fact that religious democracy, as a newly
emerging model, needs to strengthen its theoretical and analytical support
to demonstrate its effectiveness in comparison with common Western

Political development, Islamic models. This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical

revolutionary di: rse, religi . Lo
evolutionary d sc-ou se-, cligious method and relying on documentary sources and scientific texts.
democracy, guardianship of the . . . .
L . The most prominent components of the Islamic Revolution discourse are:
jurisprudence, Islamic model of progress. . . . . . .
monotheism and divine sovereignty, freedom-seeking, justice-seeking,
fighting against arrogance and tyranny, and the revival of religious values.
While these components are distinct from Western liberalism, they have
a clear link with religious democracy and are manifested in the form of
Alawite Shiism, the principle of Velayat-e-Faqih, and Islamic laws. Based
on the findings of this research, there is a deep relationship and connection
between the discourse of the Islamic Revolution and religious democracy
on the one hand and political development in its modern sense on the
other. Practical attention to this relationship can provide the necessary
capacities to guide political development, increase the commitment of
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Introduction and Statement of the Problem

Discourse represents the theoretical and intellectual framework and framework of each
school that defines and organizes the attitude, vision and behavior of the founders of each
intellectual system, and revolutions are also capable of creating a new political system.
The discourse of the Islamic Revolution is to give meaning to the fact that there is a deep
and unbreakable connection between the two spheres of religion and politics, which is
in the continuity of the movement of the prophets and Islamic enlightenment. Its central
signifier is the heavenly word and the way of governance of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), the
model of the caliphate of Imam Ali (AS), and the jurisprudential and political positions of
Imam Khomeini. The basic questions of this article are to identify the main characteristics
of the discourse of the revolution, religious democracy and political development, how
were the components of the three spheres related to each other, and what is its modern and
distinctive aspect with the democracy prevalent in Western societies?

A notable point in this research is the explanation of narratives and components such as
monotheism, justice, anti-arrogance, people-centeredness, and religious originality, which, in
both sides of the discourse of revolution and religious democracy, while being interconnected,
have the theoretical basis and skeleton of political development (the principle of competition,
participation, responsibility, and political mobility) in their essence and are known as the
driving force of the political development context. In this article, the analysis and explanation
of the relationship between them, the aspects of distinction and commonality of patterns with
conventional narratives and theories of political development are considered.

Research Background

In the field of political studies, theorists such as Huntington (1968) pay attention
to mobilization, mobility, and the expansion of political institution-building and
participation. Lipset (1960) sees political development as dependent on increasing
legitimacy, democratic values, and the growth of the middle class. Giddens, Habermas,
and Amartyason consider political development to be highly dependent on the power of
reflection and accountability, the existence of free communicative action by opening the
way to rationality, and the expansion of the public sphere and civil society. On the other
hand, Islamic thinkers such as Imam Khomeini (RA), Shahid Motahari, and Ayatollah
Khamenei, presenting an alternative model, see transcendental governance based on divine
sovereignty and laws based on Islamic Sharia under the authority and guardianship of the
people, participation, and supervision. The content of domestic research has focused on
three axes: first, examining the theoretical foundations of religious democracy (Fayazi,
2001), second, analyzing the relationship between Islam and democracy (Mahmoudi,
2011), and third, readings of liberal democracies (Yousefi, 2011). A noteworthy point in
this research is the explanation of the narratives, components, and the triple connection
that the two aspects of the discourse of revolution and religious democracy, by reinforcing
each other, have a theoretical basis and a framework for political development in their
nature and facilitate the process of political development.
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Research Method

The method used in this research is of the documentary and library type, and its analytical
and descriptive analysis method was placed under the basic and theoretical research as
a guide to action. In this regard, three categories of sources were used: 1) Religious and
jurisprudential sources including the Quran, Nahj al-Balagha, and the works of jurists 2)
Official documents such as the constitution and statements of the leaders of the system
3) Major scientific works from reputable books and articles in the fields of political
science and sociology. The triangulation technique, summary table of central concepts,
and communication models were used to describe and analyze the indicators and variables.

Findings

The present study has reached five key findings:

1. The discussion of political development in the discourse of the Islamic Revolution is
not simply a symbolic process, but rather an evolutionary movement with divine direction.
2. Religious democracy in this model is based on the three pillars of divine legitimacy (the
guardianship of the jurist), popular acceptance (elections), and religious standards.

3. Components such as freedom, participation, independence, and the fight against the
oppressor and global arrogance have an internal distinction with the political development
of Western societies.

4. The discourse of the Islamic Revolution and religious democracy is a theoretical system
mixed with religion and monotheistic principles and believes in an indissoluble bond
between religion and the state.

5. Field realities of the past four decades show that combining revolutionary values with
the principles of political development requires periodic revision in accordance with the
changes in time and changes in social demands, interests, and tastes.

Conclusion and Suggestions

This research shows that there is a deep connection between the concepts of the discourse
of the revolution and religious democracy with political development, and their correct
and logical combination with Islamic standards and the ideals of the revolution strengthens
the foundations of governance and empowers society, and in protecting and defending the
fundamental rights of citizens, there is no contradiction with democratic values in their
modern sense.

It is suggested that more attention be paid to the issue of convergence and strengthening
democratic institutions and recognizing the power and capabilities of social capabilities,
especially of the youth and the women’s community. The expansion of public spheres
and other institutions independent of the state are among the fixed principles of the
Islamic Revolution discourse and the pivotal cores of social power that can be effective in
improving the governance style and advancing comprehensive development in the country.
Future research can focus on a more operational examination of the aforementioned
suggestions in the context of the needs of society and the political realities of the country.
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