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Introduction and Problem Statement

Iran is a landmass formed over thousands of years by various ethnic groups that lived together and today, in the modern world,
are all known together as a nation-state under the name of Iran. However, Iran's current geographical borders have separated
some of these ethnic groups from their fellow citizens. The Arabs of Khuzestan have been separated from the Arabs of Iraq, and
the Kurdish, Azeri, Turkmen, and Baluchi ethnic groups have also suffered a similar fate, with some of them located in Iran and
others in neighboring countries. Perhaps that is why, when the central power in the country weakens, in the power vacuum that
is created, voices of ethnic autonomy and even separatism are heard in different regions. These voices, which have become more
diverse and numerous in recent years, include institutions such as Kurdish parties, the Turkmen People's Cultural and Political
Center, the Balochistan People's Party, the Ahwazi Movement, and Pan-Turkism. In this article, we specifically seek to examine
the possibility of achieving autonomy for Iranian Kurds using civic tools. Therefore, the dismemberment of parts of the country
following a foreign military attack is not at issue here. In fact, the main question of the article is whether it is possible for

Kurdistan to achieve autonomy democratically and with the consent of the entire [ranian people?
Literature Review

The sources written about the Iranian Kurdish autonomy movement in the post-revolutionary period can be divided into three
groups. The first group is the sources aligned with the Islamic Republic, the most important of which is Mostafa Chamran's book
Kurdistan. Some works by Hamidreza Jalaeipour, who himself was the governor of Naqdeh and then Mahabad after the victory
of the revolution, also fall into this group. His recent work, entitled Political Sociology of Iran: Forty Years of Efforts of the
Nation and the State from 1979 to 2018, deals in detail with the issues of Kurdistan autonomy. The second group consists of
sources that express sympathy with the autonomy movement and accuse the Islamic Republic of repression. Among these
sources, we can mention the book by Yildiz and Taisi. The third group are sources whose narratives fall between these two
spectrums and who, while accepting the suppression of the Kurdish movement, want to downplay the conflict between
ethnicities and religions in Iran. Mehran Mazinani’s article falls into this group. The present article seeks to raise a political issue

without engaging in the discussions of these three groups.
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Research Method

This article's view of the role of autonomy movement activists and their acceptance as actors who make decisions based on their
own rationality is in line with Karl Popper's situation analysis method, which he proposed for the social and human sciences.
Accordingly, this research attempts to examine the logic governing the Kurdish autonomy movement and assess its feasibility
based on the native environment of Iran, competing ethnic groups, and political institutions including the central government
and foreign governments. The focus of this article, which deals with the subject based on media news and the author's analyses,
is more on the means and resources available to the movement's activists, and most of all, it focuses on the types of armed and
unarmed protest uprisings that were used as the most important tools by the central activist during the Islamic Republic. It is
clear that in order to advance the movement, activists need to use a tool that is consistent with the cultural ideas and symbols of
society and the global environment, and at the same time, is effective in the historical and political environment of Iran.
Therefore, they must resort to an ideology to fight. Until the US occupation of Iraq and the adoption of the country’'s new
constitution, the ideology of the Kurdish struggle was mostly Marxism, and since then it has gradually turned into neoliberalism.

All of these issues are taken into account in the situation analysis method.
Findings

Regardless of the Kurds' desire for autonomy and federalism, such a demand is fundamentally unattainable for the Iranian
people. Federalism is a political model that is suitable for peoples with clear borders and no common history. However, the
federalism model is not applicable in Iran for two reasons. The first reason is that in Iran, in addition to the Kurdish, Azeri, Arab,
Baluch, and Turkmen tribes that are located within the country's borders, there are other large ethnic groups such as the Lor,
Qashqai, Mazani, and Gilak who have lived together for thousands of years and have not had separate borders and have been
largely integrated with each other. The second reason is that the country's natural wealth, whichis Iran's main economic resource,
is scattered among different provinces and ethnic groups, and cannot be divided along ethnic borders in any way. Any division
will lead to endless conflicts and disputes. Ethnicity is a social concept that is recreated by power institutions in line with their
interests. Following the globalization of communications, today, media located abroad can attract a larger audience than
domestic media. Therefore, many Iranian Kurds prefer to use Kurdish-language television channels that are broadcast from
outside the country. It is natural that those channels, which are mainly funded by foreign governments and aligned with the power

institutions in those countries, never have any concern for the national interests of Iranians.
Conclusion

Basically, the ethnocentric view is not a perception based on established scientific facts, but is formed only on the basis of
political interests and power games. The social environment of Iran is made up of numerous ethnic groups that have lived
together for thousands of years and have experienced a great deal of mixing in their history. Given the large number of Iranian
ethnic groups and their interconnectedness, no single ethnic group can claim autonomy alone, as it has many competitors for this
task, making it almost impossible to form a voluntary and democratic division of individuals and resources among them. The

political institutions of the central government strongly resist granting autonomy, while foreign countries favor it. At the same



time, experience has shown that claims for autonomy are usually not made sincerely, and if we look carefully, we see that foreign
powers, who never seek Iran's national interests, often exploit ethnic sentiments and ultimately seek the disintegration of the

country, even though they may ostensibly support autonomy movements based on respect for the freedom of ethnic groups.
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