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Abstract

Recognizing the personality type of individuals and providing
appropriate advice is an accepted practice in the fields of education,
employment, manegment. The acceptance of this view has led to the
pluralistic interpretation of famous quotation in mysticism, such: the ways
to God are as many as the number of people. The issue of this article is to
assess the validity of the claim that “‘everyone has his own unique spiritual
behavior, therefore mystics have drawn different models for spiritual
development.” This article, using the theory of conceptual metaphors of
Lakoff and Johnson in a case study of Imam Khomeini’s perspective,
shows that a pluralistic reading of Imam Khomeini’s spiritual development
model is not justified. The diversity and multiplicity of spiritual
development models in Imam Khomeini’s works are related to the
diversity of the language of description, not the diversity of advice and
prescription. The Imam’s use of diverse models to explain spiritual
development is due to the abstract and complex nature of the phenomenon
of spiritual development and the need to provide a multidimensional

understanding of it, and not because he welcomed spiritual pluralism.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini, Theory of Conceptual Metaphors,
Spiritual Development, Spiritual Pluralism
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