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Article Info Abstract

The present study examines the concept of mystical guardianship
(Wilayah) from the perspective of Imam Khomeini, focusing on its
hierarchical stages in the arc of descent (qaws al-nuziil) and the arc of
ascent (qaws al-su‘tid). Conducted through a library-based method by
studying Imam Khomeini’s mystical works, this research justifies its
necessity in explaining the ontological system of mystical guardianship
with an emphasis on these two arcs, which have received less
attention in contemporary studies. From Imam Khomeini’s viewpoint,
guardianship is a unified reality and the manifestation of the Greatest
Name of “Allah,” from which all beings benefit according to their
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existential capacity. This reality begins in the arc of descent from the
Divine Essence, the Unseen of the Unseen (dhat ghayb al-ghuytb), and
manifests through the Five Divine Presences (al-hadarat al-khams):
Ahadiyyah, Wahidiyyah, Arwah, Mithal, and Kawn Jami",
stages such as the Most Holy Effu.
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Introduction

This article examines the concept of “Mystical Guardianship” (al-Wilayah al-‘Irfaniyyah)
from the perspective of Imam Khomeini (RA), focusing on the foundations of mystical
ontology and analyzing the levels of Wilayah within the two arcs of descent (Qaws al-
Nuzill - from the Divine Essence to creation) and ascent (Qaws al-Su‘td - from creation
to the Divine Essence). Imam Khomeini, as a distinguished mystic (‘Arif), established
his intellectual system based on mystical texts such as “Misbah al-Hidayah” and “Sharh
Fusts al-Hikam.” The primary aim of this article is to elucidate the coherent system of
Wilayah within the framework of mystical ontology and to fill the existing research gap in
contemporary studies.

Literature review

Previous studies have primarily focused on either the generalities of Imam Khomeini’s
mystical thought or scattered concepts of Wilayah. None has systematically analysed the
levels of Wilayah across the two arcs of descent and ascent. For example:

Tabataba’t and Shari‘ati (2012) focused on “Intuitive monotheism” (al-Tawhid al-
Shuhtdi).

Gharawi and Mahsini (2015) examined “Ontological Guardianship” (al-Wilayah al-
Takwiniyyah) from a practical spiritual perspective.

Husayn Piir (2020) analyzed the ontological foundations of the “Five Divine Presences”
(al-Hadarat al-Khams).

Kazim Khani and Zafar Nawa’1 (2020) emphasized the aspect of “Vicegerency of God”
(al-Khilafah al-Ilahiyyah).

This article, with a novel approach, comprehensively outlines the structure of Wilayah
within the two arcs of descent and ascent.

Research method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing library resources and
studying the mystical works of Imam Khomeini—especially Misbah al-Hidayah and his
commentaries on Fusiis al-Hikam. The objective is to deduce and explain the system of
mystical Wilayah, with emphasis on its levels in the arc of descent and ascent.

Research Findings

1. Foundations of Mystical Ontology

The Essence of the Unseen of the Unseen (Dhat al-Ghayb al-Ghuytib): The nameless and
indescribable Divine Essence, beyond all qualification.

The Five Divine Presences (al-Hadarat al-Khams): The five presences of being which
represent the stages of the Divine Manifestation:

Oneness (Ahadiyyah): The station of the Unseen and pure unity.

Unicity (Wahidiyyah): The manifestation of the Divine Names and Attributes.
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The Presence of Spirits (Hadrat al-Arwah): The world of intellects and souls.

The Imaginal World (‘Alam al-Mithal): The isthmus (Barzakh) between the unseen and
manifest worlds.

The Comprehensive World (al-Kawn al-Jami‘): The world of matter and the final
manifestation.

2. Levels of Wilayah in the Arc of Descent

Wilayah, as the “Manifestation of the Greatest Name of Allah” (Zuhiir al-Ism al-A‘zam
Allah), is manifested in the following stages:

The Most Holy Effusion (al-Fayd al-Aqdas): The first manifestation of the Essence in the
station of Ahadiyyah.

The Greatest Name of Allah (al-Ism al-A‘zam Allah): The complete manifestation of
Divine Perfections.

The Fixed Entities (al-A‘yan al-Thabitah): The archetypal realities of beings within the
Divine Knowledge.

The Holy Effusion (al-Fayd al-Muqaddas): The manifestation of existence in the external
worlds.

The Intellectual Reality (al-Haqiqah al-*Aqliyyah): The first creation (the First Intellect),
associated with the spirituality of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS).

Wilayah in the Material World: The absolute guardianship of Amir al-Mu’minin Ali (AS)
as the inner reality of universal vicegerency.

3. Levels of Wilayah in the Arc of Ascent

The spiritual wayfarer (al-Salik), by traversing the Four Mystical Journeys (al-Asfar al-Arba‘ah),
attains the witnessing of the levels of Wilayah:

First Journey: From creation towards the Divine (through the Holy Effusion) —
Annihilation in Actions (Fana’ al-Af*al).

Second Journey: Within the Divine, traversing the Names and Attributes — Annihilation
in Attributes and Essence (Fana’ al-Sifat wa al-Dhat).

Third Journey: From the Divine to the true creation (the Fixed Entities) — Attaining the
station of Prophethood.

Fourth Journey: From the Fixed Entities to creation — Vicegerency and guidance of
creation.

Additionally, the stages of Proximity through Supererogatory Acts (Qurb al-Nawafil
- annihilation of attributes) and Proximity through Obligatory Acts (Qurb al-Fara’id -
annihilation of essence) are introduced as stages of spiritual perfection.

Conclusion
Wilayah is a single, unitary reality originating from the Greatest Name, “Allah,” and all
existent beings benefit from it according to their existential capacity.

The Perfect Human (al-Insan al-Kamil - the Muhammadan and ‘Alid Reality) is the
complete manifestation of Wilayah and is identical with the Greatest Name.
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The ascending journey of the wayfarer is only possible within the framework of the Divine
Law (al-Shari‘ah) and under the guidance of the Divine Friends (Awliya’ Allah).

The arc of descent deals with the gradual manifestation of Wilayah from the Divine
Essence to matter, while the arc of ascent pertains to the return of the wayfarer to the
Divine Essence through practical spiritual wayfaring.

Imam Khomeini emphasizes the identity of the Perfect Human with the Greatest Name, not
merely a representative relationship.

This research constitutes a novel step in the study of mystical Wilayah, centered on the
thought of Imam Khomeini, and demonstrates that Wilayah is the axis of existence and the
ultimate goal of humanity’s journey towards perfection.
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