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Introduction:

In Shiite thought, beyond the two well-known types of infallibility (from sin and from error), a third station
titled "Infallibility from Ignorance" is proposed, specific to the Fourteen Infallibles (AS) and considered a
key discussion in Shiite theoretical mysticism. This research aims to explain the nature, foundations, and
implications of this mystical station based on the views of Imam Khomeini (RA) as one of the most

prominent Shiite mystics in the contemporary era.

Background:

Despite extensive studies on infallibility in Shiite theology, the station of "Infallibility from Ignorance" as
a distinctly mystical concept has rarely been the subject of direct and independent research. Most works
are limited to the first two types. Imam Khomeini's works, particularly Misbah al-Hidayah and Sharh Du'a
al-Sahar, are rich resources for extracting this concept; however, no study has systematically explained

this station focusing on his views. This article seeks to fill this gap.

Materials and Methods:

This research employs an analytical-descriptive method, relying on library sources. Data were primarily
gathered from Imam Khomeini's mystical works (especially Misbah al-Hidayah, Sharh Du'a al-Sahar, Adab
al-Salat, and Tafsir Surah al-Hamd), primary texts of Shiite theoretical mysticism (e.g., works of Sayyid
Haydar Amuli), and authentic hadith sources (such as Al-Kafi and Basa'ir al-Darajat). Data analysis is based



on interpreting and inferring mystical concepts from these texts and presenting a systematic reading of

"Infallibility from Ignorance".

Results:

The findings indicate that, from Imam Khomeini's perspective, "Infallibility from Ignorance" means the
Infallible's (AS) immunity from any ignorance, achieved through "'Inayati Knowledge" (Knowledge by
Divine Grant). This knowledge is a divine endowment that enables the Infallible (AS) to know whatever
they wish to know, by God's permission. This will of the Infallible is itself subject to divine will and within

the framework of "pure servitude." The study identifies three main pillars for this station:

1. Mediation of Divine Grace (Wasitat al-Fayd): The station of Infallibility from Ignorance lays the
groundwork for the Infallibles' mediation in both creative (takwini) and legislative (tashri'i) grace. As the
"Perfect Man" and the complete manifestation of the Greatest Name of God, the Infallible must possess

comprehensive knowledge and be protected from ignorance to perform their role as the medium of grace.

2. The System of Divine Names (Nizam al-Asma'i): The Infallible (AS) is the perfect manifestation of all
Divine Names. This manifestation necessitates a knowledge that immunizes them from ignorance
regarding their domain of manifestation. Their knowledge is obtained by witnessing the "fixed entities"

(a'yan al-thabitah) in God's knowledge.

3. Impossibility of Comprehending the Infallible's Station: The research emphasizes that comprehending
the essence of this station and the full extent of the Infallible's (AS) knowledge is impossible for non-
infallibles. This indicates the grandeur of the Ahl al-Bayt's status and delineates the boundary between

authentic Shiite mysticism and any exaggerated interpretation.

Another key finding is that "Infallibility from Ignorance is not preceded by ignorance." This means the
Infallible's lack of awareness in specific instances (leading to the phenomenon of Bada') is not due to
ignorance but results from "non-attention" and lack of focus on the knowledge already present within

them.

Conclusions:

This research concludes that "Infallibility from Ignorance" in Imam Khomeini's thought is an existential
and thoroughly mystical station that transcends conventional theological infallibilities. Rooted in the
Infallible's (AS) presential and intuitive knowledge, it establishes them as mediators of grace, knowers of
the unseen, and perfect manifestations of Divine Names. Simultaneously, by emphasizing the
subordination of this knowledge and will to divine will and its confinement within servitude, it removes
any suspicion of exaggeration and displays pure monotheism. It is suggested that this concept be used
more extensively as a robust theoretical model for addressing historical doubts concerning the knowledge
of the Imams (AS), and future research should expand into comparative studies with similar concepts in

other mystical traditions.
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The explaining the mystical status of "infallibility from ignorance" of the Ahl al-
Bayt with a look at Imam Khomeini's views

Abstract:

This research aims to explain the mystical station of "Infallibility from Ignorance"
of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) based on the perspective of Imam Khomeini (RA). Within the
Shiite intellectual system, in addition to the two well-known types of infallibility
(infallibility from sin and infallibility from error and mistake), a third station titled
"Infallibility from Ignorance" is proposed, which is specific to the Fourteen
Infallibles (AS) and is considered one of the key discussions in Shiite theoretical
mysticism. Using an analytical-descriptive method and relying on library sources,
this research shows that from the perspective of Imam Khomeini's mystical insight,
infallibility from ignorance can be examined within the categories of the knowledge
of the Infallible. According to Imam Khomeini, the knowledge of the Infallible (AS)
is "inayati" knowledge; meaning that they, by divine permission, will know
whatever they wish to know, and are thus protected from ignorance. This will of
the Infallible is itself subject to divine will and within the framework of pure
servitude. The findings of the research indicate that this station lays the



groundwork for the mediation of the Infallibles (AS) in both creative and legislative
grace, and comprehending its essence is not possible for non-infallibles. Ultimately,
this study explains the relationship of this station with concepts such as the system
of divine names, knowledge of the unseen, and the witnessing of the fixed entities
by the Infallibles (AS), with emphasis on the mystical views of Imam Khomeini (RA).

Keywords:

Infallibility from Ignorance, Shiite Mysticism, Imam Khomeini, 'Inayati
Knowledge (Knowledge by Divine Grant/Care), Mediation of Divine Grace, The
System of Divine Names
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