MATIN

ini and the Islamic

Home page: https://matin.ri-khomeini.ac.ir

Volume 27, Issue 109, Winter 2025

Print ISSN: 2423-6462
OnlineISSN:2676-5888 L]

Research Institute of
Imam Khomeini and Islamic Revolution

An Analysis of the Interpretive Methodology of Expansion and Contraction of “Man

Balagha” Traditions with an Approach to Imam Khomeini’s Views

Zohre khani*'

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Jurisprudence and the Foundations of Law and Imam

Khomeini’s Thought, Research Institute of Imam Khomeini and Islamic Revolution, Tehran, Iran.

Article Info

Abstract

Article type:

Research article

Article history:

Received: July 26,2026

Received in revised from:

October 11,2026

Accepted: November 26, 2026
Published online: December 26, 2025
Keywords:

Man Balagha Traditions, Imam
Khomeini, Principle of Tolerance
(Tasamuh), Virtues of Deeds,
Recommended Acts (Mustahabbat),
Disapproved Acts (Makriihat).

*Corresponding author:
khani@ri-khomeini.ac.ir

“Man Balagha” traditions are among the most frequently cited
narratives in the process of ijtihad, which have given rise to fundamental
disagreements regarding the principle of “Tasamuh fT Adillat al-Sunan”
(tolerance in the evidences for recommended acts). According to this
principle, strict rijali (biographical evaluation) standards are overlooked
when accepting weak traditions indicating the desirability (istihbab)
of an act. In some interpretations, the scope of this principle has been
expanded, extending this tolerance to other weak traditions, such as those
concerning the virtues (fada’il) of individuals, Qur’anic chapters (suwar),
merits (managqib), and even traditions implying disapproval (karahah).
A more extreme view has generalized this tolerance from non-binding
injunctions to binding ones (obligation and prohibition) and from weak
traditions to other sources of conjecture (zuniin), such as consensus (ijma’)
and renowned opinion (shuhrah). In contrast, the opposing intellectual
current, while criticizing the arguments for generalization, emphasizes
the limited scope of the principle. Imam Khomeini’s innovative theory,
which likens “Man Balagha™ traditions to a “Ju’alah” (reward offered for
aservice), presents a distinct approach aimed at restricting and delimiting
these traditions.

Following this interpretive conflict, an act deemed religiously legitimate
and praiseworthy from the perspective of proponents of generalization
is considered by critics as an instance of illegitimate legislation (tashr1’)
and innovation (bid’ah) in religion. Such fluctuation in jurisprudential
opinions between reward and punishment, and between desirability
and prohibition, reveals the necessity of investigating the validity of
competing interpretations of “Man Balagha” traditions, ranging from
expansion to contraction.

This research, employing a descriptive-analytical method and a
jurisprudential-inferential approach, while assuming the validity of the
principle of tolerance itself, finds the restrictive view to be closer to
correctness. Nevertheless, the author, in a general stance, questions the
acceptance of tolerance concerning weak traditions that promise rewards.
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Introduction and Statement of the Problem

One of the distinctive features of the system of religious duties is the vast scope of non-binding
injunctions (mustahabbat) compared to binding ones (obligation and prohibition). According
to common practice, whenever a tradition indicates a reward for an action, a ruling is issued
declaring that action to be desirable (mustahabb). For example, carrying the Qur’an and
prompting (talqin) the deceased while in a state of ritual purity (wudi’) are considered desirable,
and reciting Strat al-Qadr in prayer is said to carry a reward equivalent to wielding a sword
in the path of God. This is while the Infallibles (AS) have always emphasized the priority of
obligations.

Religious scholars consider the main reason for this expansion in the scope of desirable acts to
be the principle of “Tasamuh fT Adillat al-Sunan” (tolerance in the evidences for recommended
acts), which became an accepted principle from the 10th century AH onwards. The primary
evidence for this principle is the traditions known as “Man Balagha”. According to these, if a
person comes across a weak report from the Prophet (PBUH) that contains a promise of reward
for a specific action, and performs that action hoping to attain the reward, even if that saying was
not actually uttered by the Prophet, that reward will still be granted to them.

This principle has had significant consequences in the process of jurisprudential inference
(ijtihad), including the extension of the scope of tolerance from desirable acts (mustahabbat)
to disliked acts (makriihat) and even its encroachment upon the evidence for binding rulings
(obligation and prohibition). Furthermore, the evidence subject to tolerance has gone beyond
weak traditions to include other conjectural sources (zuniin) such as consensus (ijjma‘) and
renowned opinion (shuhrah).

The present article seeks to answer two main questions: First, what is the interpretive method
of jurists who advocate the expansion (bast) of the “Man Balagha” traditions? Second, how
is the interpretive method of the opposing group, which advocates the contraction (qabd) and
restriction of these traditions, explained?

Research Background

A historical examination of the principle of tolerance shows that although the “Man Balagha”
traditions were recorded in early Shia hadith texts such as al-Barqi’s al-Mahasin, al-Kulayni’s
Usil al-Kaff, and Thawab al-A ‘mal, they were not cited by any jurist until the 8th century AH.
The first was ‘Allamah al-Hilli, who acted upon a weak tradition concerning desirable acts.
After him, al-Shahid al-Awwal is recognized as the first jurist to explicitly discuss the principle
of tolerance. From the 10th century AH onwards, prominent scholars such as Shaykh Baha'1,
Muhaddith al-Bahrani, Sayyid Mujahid al-Naraqi, and Shaykh al-AnsarT dedicated independent
treatises to explaining this principle.

In the field of ethics, the use of weak hadiths has always been criticized. Muhammad al-
Ghazali’s Ihya’ ‘Ulim al-Din faced serious criticism due to its extensive tolerance in citing
anomalous (shadhdh) and weak traditions, leading to works being authored to verify and source
its narratives. Despite numerous studies, no research has specifically focused on the interpretive
method of jurists in dealing with the “Man Balagha” traditions.
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Research Method

The present research employs a descriptive-analytical method with a jurisprudential-inferential

approach. Initially, fundamental concepts such as interpretive methodology, expansion (qabd)

and contraction (bast), “Man Balagha” traditions, and the principle of tolerance are explained.

Subsequently, the various types of expansion and generalization in this area are identified and

illustrated with examples. Following this, by presenting the methodology of the critical thinking

of opponents, the rival interpretation of “Man Balagha” traditions and the limited scope of the
principle of tolerance are analyzed.

Research Findings

The research findings indicate that different interpretations of the “Man Balagha” traditions have

resulted in a threefold nature (usili, fight, and kalami) for the principle of tolerance. According

to one interpretation, the application of this principle is very limited, while according to another,
its scope is wide and extensive.

The expansion (bast) of “Man Balagha” traditions has occurred in several areas:

1. Extension to all conjectural sources (zuniin): Some jurists have extended tolerance from
weak traditions to the fatwa of a jurist, renowned opinion (shuhrah), and transmitted
consensus (ijma‘ manqil).

2. Extension to traditions concerning virtues (fada’il): Including traditions about merits
(managqib), advice (nasa’ih), sermons (mawa ‘iz), mosques, and shrines.

3. Extension to concrete examples: Such as traditions about mosques (Jamkaran Mosque),
tragedies and elegies (the event of ‘Ashiird), stories (qisas), and sermons (mawa ‘iz).

4. Extension to disliked acts (makriihat): Arguing that the word “thing” (shay’) in the traditions
includes both action and omission.

5. Extension to traditions indicating obligation (wujiib) and prohibition (hurmah): By analyzing
obligation into two components: the demand to perform and the prohibition of omission.

In contrast, the critical thinking method of opponents includes the following critiques:

« Critique of extending to all conjectural sources, because a jurist’s fatwa does not originate
from an Infallible and lacks authority (hujjiyyah) for another jurist.

« Critique of extending to traditions about virtues, due to entering the realm of truth and
falsehood and the rational ugliness of speaking without knowledge (qawl bi-ghayr ‘ilm).

« Critique of extending to traditions about merits and tragedies, due to widespread fabrication
by Umayyad and Abbasid rulers for political purposes.

 Critique of extending to disliked acts (makriihat), due to the lack of certainty in waiving the
specific characteristic (igha’ al-khusiisiyyah).

¢ Critique of including traditions indicating obligation and prohibition, due to the simple
(not composite) nature of obligation and the inapplicability of the concept “attainment of
reward” (bultigh al-thawab) to prohibited acts.

Imam Khomeini’s view, likening the “Man Balagha” traditions to a “Ju‘alah” (a stipulated

reward for a service), offers a distinct approach. He believes these traditions do not indicate the

desirability (istihbab) of the act itself. Rather, the reward is promised merely to encourage the
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person to perform the act, similar to the reward promised for walking to visit Imam Hossein’s
(AS) shrine, which has no necessary connection to the act of walking itself being intrinsically
desirable.

Conclusion

Examining the rulings inferred from the principle of tolerance reveals a large number of rulings
that are questionable compared to those derived from other sources of inference, with some
appearing irrational and inconsistent with the context of Shia jurisprudence. The interpretive
disagreement among jurists regarding the “Man Balagha” traditions has led to the derivation of
such diverse rulings, either expanding or significantly restricting the scope of the principle of
tolerance.

The achievement of this research is that the method of critical thinking and the interpretation
of those who advocate the contraction (qabd) of the principle of tolerance are more compatible
with reason and interpretive rules, preventing its unlimited expansion. This approach, while
safeguarding the sanctity of the traditions of the Infallibles (AS), also protects against falling into
the abyss of innovation (bid‘ah) and illegitimate legislation (tashri’) in religion. Nevertheless,
the author, in a general stance, questions the acceptance of tolerance concerning weak traditions
that promise rewards and emphasizes the necessity of rethinking the foundations and limits of
this principle.
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