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Levels of the Function of Reason in Imam Khomeini’s Juristic Inference: An Analytical
Reconstruction of the Four-Level Model in al-Makasib al-Muharrama
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Abstract

This study aims to reinterpret the hierarchical functions of reason in Imam Khomeini’s juridical
reasoning and to elucidate their gradual expansion in response to social issues. The research adopts
an analytical reconstruction method centered on the argumentative text of al-Makésib al-
Muharrama. The findings indicate that the function of reason—without any change in its essential
nature as a means of discovery—can be reconstructed in a four-level model based on the object of
cognition: (1) reason in the mode of discovery, referring to the ontological apprehension of rulings
and their underlying rationales in individual acts; (2) reason in the mode of evaluation, involving
methodological assessment of textual indications and the resolution of evidentiary conflicts; (3)
reason in the mode of structural analysis, which examines the internal logic of legal constructs and
social relations; and (4) reason in the mode of strategic analysis, concerned with evaluating
macro-level interests and managing the social order as an integrated whole. The study concludes
that governmental jurisprudence in Imam Khomeini’s thought represents the expansion of the
functional scope of reason from rule-based micro-level analyses toward comprehensive guidance
and the management of social systems. This model clarifies the methodological continuity between

jurisprudence and the governance of society.
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