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Despite more than four decades passing since the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, the concept of “development,” as one of the most pivotal
concepts of collective life, has not yet become a stable and fixed
signifier, and extensive discursive conflicts continue to surround it.
Within the political and intellectual sphere of the ruling establishment,
at least three distinct discourses regarding what is commonly called
“development” are identifiable: developmentalist, political messianism,
and progress-oriented.

Inspired by Jirgen Habermas’s conceptual framework, particularly the
concept of “discursivization,” this research investigates this issue. The
main research question is: “What is the relationship of development
with the three dominant discourses in post-revolutionary Iranian
governments?”

To answer this question, the method of discourse analysis has been
employed, and the required data have been collected through the study
of available documents and written sources, as well as a review of press
archives.

The key finding of the research indicates that the fundamental problem
in understanding and realizing development in post-revolutionary Iran
lies in the incomplete process of the discursivization of this concept.
As long as this process does not reach its conclusion and the discursive
conflicts around it do not lead to a stable consensus, the conflict
and confrontation among the aforementioned three discourses will
continue. These discursive conflicts will, in turn, pose a fundamental
obstacle to the path of mobilizing coordinated hard and soft national
resources for achieving developmental ideals.
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Introduction

The concept of development in contemporary Iran has never attained a unified definition.
Within intellectual, religious, and political discourses, divergent understandings have
emerged. In Iran’s contemporary political landscape, while various discourses employ
the term “development,” their ontological and epistemological interpretations diverge so
profoundly that they remain irreconcilable. From a discursive perspective—particularly
in the Foucauldian sense—such perceptual and narrative diversity among discourses is
natural, as different epistemic frameworks dominate each era, assigning distinct meanings
to terminology.

The core issue of this article is that, after over four decades, the Islamic Republic discourse
has failed to establish a shared understanding of development—or many other concepts—
among elites and society. Consequently, within this meta-discourse, extensive discursive
conflicts persist. With each transition of political power across governments and factions,
a new understanding—often contradictory to others—becomes dominant.

This article addresses the question: What relationship exists between development and the
three dominant discourses in post-revolutionary governments? To answer this, the authors
analyze the discourse of development within three active sub-discourses in Iran’s political
life to explain the “non-dialogicized” status of development in post-revolutionary Iran.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts the term “dialogicization” from the discourse theory of Jiirgen
Habermas, the German philosopher and sociologist. Habermas’s concept of discourse
fundamentally differs from its common usage in Iran (derived from thinkers like Foucault
and post-modernists such as Laclau and Mouffe). Thus, translating Habermas’s discourse
as “dialogue” better aligns with his framework.

Habermas acknowledges the primacy of conflict in politics and posits dialogue as its sole
resolution. Dialogue entails rational, argumentative exchange free from coercion, distortion,
violence, or inducement, where all parties equally articulate and critically contest claims.
Methodologically, Habermas contends that if such dialogue proceeds unimpeded, humans
can achieve shared—or intersubjective—understanding. He asserts humans are inherently
linguistic beings; thus, uncoerced rational discourse enables intersubjective consensus,
which itself becomes the criterion of truth (e.g., truth of justice or freedom is what emerges
from this discourse). This consensus endures until challenged, organizing socio-political
life (Habermas, 1984: 212).

Crucially, Habermas argues that intersubjective understanding enables consensus
and agreement to anchor socio-political practice. Such agreements form the basis for
policymaking and decision-making.

Habermas distinguishes three social systems: the state, civil society, and the public sphere.
Civil society comprises private and corporatist interests (e.g., the U.S. Republican Party
representing big capital, Democrats representing the middle class). For Habermas, civil
society engages the state via negotiation and compromise, not discourse.
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Discourse seeks understanding and agreement; negotiation seeks maximal gain through
leverage. The state, as a system, pursues objectives defined via the public sphere—not
intersubjective consensus—but strategically maximizes goals via cost-benefit calculus
(Habermas, 1984: 279-283). States do not engage in discourse internationally (e.g., Iran’s
nuclear negotiations); conflicts center on political-economic interests, not truth.

The public sphere encompasses matters of collective concern affecting societal destiny.
Its distinction from civil society lies in its focus on public (not private/sectoral) interests.
Non-Dialogicization builds on this framework. Simply put, it denotes a society/polity
lacking consensus on macro-political concepts. Functional polities strive to maximize
consensus via state-society dialogue. This article argues that development (and other
concepts) has not undergone such dialogicization, failing to become a cohesive signifier
within Iran’s political discourse. Despite 40+ years of the Islamic Republic, no elite
consensus exists—hence “development’s non-dialogicization.” This differs from tactical
disagreements; it stems from undefined foundational ideational bases.

Results

If development entails enhancing a polity’s capacity to reconcile individual/collective
conflicts, synthesizing democracy, freedom, and transformative change—pursuing
ideals like progress, industrialization, poverty alleviation, autonomy, structural societal
transformation, and improved living standards—its societal institutionalization is
paramount. Political development, however, is unattainable without reforming state-society
interactions. Absent social drivers—or the “socialization” (i.e., dialogicization) of
development—developmental progress remains elusive. Thus, political development
hinges on deep-seated socio-political cultural dynamics.

Historically, after post-war economic developmentalism dominated governance, Iran
abruptly entered a phase of accelerated political development in the mid-1990s. Iranian
scholars viewed this as a reaction to the marginalization of political development under
the Reconstruction-era economic policies. Subsequent political development—alongside
economic shifts—fostered a dynamic, multi-layered political culture in Iran. Globalizing
pressures and heightened global-consciousness further complicated state-society relations
and global engagement, culminating in a pluralistic political culture. Ignoring this culture
impedes effective political development policies.

Post-revolutionary Iran’s development has been inconsistent and asymmetrical, failing to
achieve distributive justice geographically. Developmental gaps between regions deepen,
generating governance and socio-economic challenges.

Conclusions

Within Habermas’s framework, the non-dialogicization of development in post-
revolutionary Iran stems from the absence of intersubjective consensus among state actors
and the lack of an active civil society/public sphere enabling free communicative action.
Without dialogue on national interests and strategic priorities, development becomes
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personalized—divorced from shared understanding—and is imposed as governmental
agenda. With each new administration, priorities are redefined, breeding conceptual and
perceptual conflicts that permeate even lexical choices.

Ultimately, per this theoretical framework, resolving these divergent approaches requires
free dialogue among elites in the public sphere. Until this occurs, development will remain
fraught with challenges.
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In the twentieth century, the spread of materialistic ideologies such
as communism that sought to marginalize or replace the family
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Introduction

During the twentieth century, the weakening of the family institution in Western societies
extended beyond geographical boundaries and exerted considerable influence on Islamic
countries as well. In response to these developments, many scholars and intellectuals of
the Islamic world refused to remain silent and critically engaged with such ideologies
on the basis of Islamic principles. Among the most prominent of these figures are Imam
Khomeini and Sayyid Qutb.

Imam Khomeini (1902—1989), as the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran and one of the
most influential Shi‘i jurists of the modern era, articulated extensive views on the family
through his speeches, writings, and personal conduct. His practical life and interactions
within his own family provide a model of the Islamic family grounded in ethical and
educational values.

Similarly, Sayyid Qutb (1906-1966), an Egyptian Sunni thinker, writer, and theorist,
addressed the issue of the family and its significance in several of his works. Due to the
convergence of his views with those of Imam Khomeini regarding the centrality of the
family and the educational role of mothers, this study seeks to highlight both the shared
and divergent aspects of their perspectives.

Accordingly, the main research question is: How do Imam Khomeini and Sayyid Qutb
conceptualize the necessity of the family institution, with particular emphasis on the
educational role of the mother?

Research Method
This study employs a descriptive—analytical method and relies on library-based sources,
including primary texts and relevant secondary literature.

Discussion and Findings

From an Islamic perspective, the family is regarded as the primary institution for human
education and moral development. Both Imam Khomeini and Sayyid Qutb assign a central
position to the family within their educational frameworks. Imam Khomeini viewed the
family as one of the most influential social institutions and emphasized the particularly
sensitive role of mothers in shaping the moral character of children.

In Islamic teachings, marriage is considered the foundational step in forming a sound
family. According to Imam Khomeini, encouraging marriage among young people
serves to channel natural human instincts in a healthy and constructive manner, thereby
preventing moral deviation. He argued that the moral condition of society is closely linked
to the moral environment of families; a virtuous society nurtures virtuous individuals,
while moral corruption inevitably reproduces itself across generations.

Beyond his theoretical views, Imam Khomeini’s personal conduct reflected his commitment
to family life, as he maintained close engagement with his family despite extensive public
responsibilities.

Sayyid Qutb likewise emphasized the enduring significance of the family institution,
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arguing that despite materialist attempts to dismantle it, the family remains a secure
foundation for moral education and social development. He viewed marriage as a natural
and divinely ordained institution rooted in human nature. Qutb criticized Western societies
for oscillating between excess and neglect in matters related to sexual instincts, while
maintaining that Islam recognizes and regulates these instincts without suppressing them.
Regarding the educational role of mothers, Imam Khomeini identified the family—
particularly the mother’s nurturing environment—as the starting point of child
development. He frequently likened the formative role of mothers to the prophetic mission
of human cultivation. He also strongly defended the dignity of motherhood against modern
cultural narratives that sought to devalue it, arguing that the moral strength or weakness of
society ultimately originates from women’s role in nurturing future generations.

Sayyid Qutb, emphasizing the principle of role differentiation within the family, argued
that responsibilities should be allocated according to the natural dispositions of men
and women. Drawing on Qur’anic teachings, particularly verse 34 of Surah al-Nisa’, he
viewed men as responsible for leadership and financial provision, while assigning women
the primary role of nurturing and educating children. He maintained that this division of
responsibilities reflects functional harmony rather than gender-based preference.

Conclusion

This study examined the necessity of the family institution with emphasis on the educational
role of mothers from the perspectives of Imam Khomeini and Sayyid Qutb. The findings
demonstrate that both thinkers regard the family as a sacred institution rooted in Islamic
principles and emphasize the central role of mothers in moral and educational formation.
While Sayyid Qutb’s perspective largely revolves around role differentiation based on
Qur’anic interpretation, Imam Khomeini presents a more comprehensive and integrated
understanding of women’s educational roles within the family. His approach highlights
the coherence and mutual reinforcement of women’s familial, social, and spiritual
responsibilities, offering a more multidimensional framework for understanding
motherhood in Islamic thought.
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Introduction

In Islamic criminal law, the enforcement of qisas becomes complex when the wali al-dam
(the heir entitled to retaliation) of the victim is a minor. In the Islamic Penal Code of 2013,
the legislator sought to fully protect the rights of the juvenile walt al-dam by granting them
the right to decide on qisas, reconciliation, or pardon, while also permitting a delay until the
attainment of puberty. Nevertheless, the wording of Article 354 of the Islamic Penal Code
is absolute and gives rise to important questions: Must the convicted person be imprisoned
until the juvenile wall al-dam reaches puberty? Is such imprisonment unconditional, or
is it subject to specific conditions? And if the convicted person is released, is the release
unconditional, or does it require certain guarantees?

These questions gain greater significance because if imprisonment until puberty is deemed
necessary and the waiting period is long, serious social and humanitarian problems may
arise. Focusing on Imam Khomeini’s viewpoint, this article examines the issue and seeks
to provide juristic and rational answers to these questions.

Literature Review

In previous studies, the issue of a juvenile walt al-dam has been addressed sporadically. Some

works such as the articles “A Reflection on Imprisonment Due to Delay in the Enforcement

of Qisas” (1999) and “Minority of the Heirs of Blood and the Enforcement of Qisas” (2001)

have examined various aspects of this topic, but they have largely focused on general and

cursory dimensions. The originality of the present article lies in two main aspects:
1. A precise clarification of Imam Khomeini’s view: In Tahrir al-Wasilah,
certain expressions are ambiguous and may give rise to differing interpretations
regarding Imam Khomeini’s position on the necessity of waiting until puberty or
the permissibility of enforcing qisas by the legal guardian. Therefore, examining
the text of Tahrir al-Wasilah and Imam Khomeini’s juridical responses (istifta’at)
is necessary to extract his explicit opinion.

2. Addressing the issue of imprisoning the convicted person: This topic has
received limited attention in previous research. It may be assumed that waiting until
the juvenile wall al-dam reaches puberty entails the permissibility of imprisoning
the convicted person; however, the present article demonstrates that Imam
Khomeini does not endorse such an interpretation and considers imprisonment
permissible only in limited and exceptional circumstances.

Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive analytical method and is based on library sources. First,
various juristic opinions regarding the minority of the walf al-dam and the permissibility
or impermissibility of imprisoning the convicted person are collected and analyzed.
Subsequently, Imam Khomeini’s viewpoint is extracted and critically examined through
an analysis of Tahrir al-Wasilah and his istifta’at.
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Findings

1. Juristic Opinions on the Minority of the Wali al-Dam

Jurists have proposed four views in response to the question of whether, in the case of a
juvenile wali al-dam, enforcement of qisas should be postponed until puberty or whether
the legal guardian may enforce it:

a) Impermissibility of enforcing qisas by the guardian of a minor

This view, found in the works of Shaykh al-TtisT and Shahid al-Awwal, holds that qisas
must be deferred until the juvenile wali al-dam reaches puberty. Its evidentiary basis
includes the narration of Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar, the rationale of satisfying the emotional
grievance of the wall al-dam, and claims of consensus.

b) Permissibility of enforcing qisas by the guardian of a minor

Later jurists, such as ‘Allamah al-Hilli, Sahib al-Jawahir, and others, argue that the
guardianship of the legal guardian over the minor’s affairs is general; therefore, if it
serves the minor’s interest, the guardian may enforce qisas. They rely on the general
scope of guardianship and the necessity of protecting the minor’s rights.

¢) Impermissibility of qisas but permissibility of accepting blood money or
reconciliation
Some jurists, such as al-Khii'1, maintain that enforcing qisas by the guardian of a minor
is impermissible; however, if it serves the minor’s interest, accepting diyah (blood
money) or entering into reconciliation is permissible. This view is based on the lack
of evidence extending guardianship to qisas and on emphasizing the role of interest in
financial matters.
d) Permissibility of qisas and absolute pardon subject to interest
Some jurists, including ‘Allamah al-Hill1, emphasize interest and hold that the guardian
of a minor may even grant gratuitous pardon if it serves the minor’s interest.
2. Imprisonment of the Convicted Person Until the Puberty of the Juvenile Wali al-Dam
One of the main challenges in this issue concerns the status of the killer during the period
of delay until puberty.
a) Permissibility of imprisonment until puberty
Jurists such as Shaykh al-TastT and Shahid al-Thani believe that the killer should be
detained until the juvenile wali al-dam reaches puberty, as this both protects the minor’s
right and ensures the security of enforcing qisas. Some also consider imprisonment
permissible in cases where diyah is not paid.
b) Impermissibility of imprisonment
In contrast, another group of jurists, including Zuhart al-Hilli and Saymari, regard
imprisonment as an additional punishment lacking legal proof and contrary to the
presumption of innocence and the principle of “no harm” (1a darar). They argue that
long-term detention without a clear legal basis especially when it lasts for several years
constitutes injustice and harm.
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3. Imam Khomeini’s Viewpoint
The article separately examines Imam Khomeini’s opinion, emphasizing two main axes:

a) Enforcement of qisas by the guardian of a minor

In numerous juridical responses, Imam Khomeini considers waiting until the juvenile
wall al-dam reaches puberty to be the more cautious approach (ahwat), holding that
the final decision should be made by the walt al-dam after attaining puberty. During
this period, he does not grant the legal guardian the authority to enforce qisas or to
pardon, unless required by interest or the prevention of harm. He also maintains that
“interest” may include social, security, and political considerations; therefore, in certain
circumstances, enforcing qisas before puberty may be considered beneficial.

b) Imprisonment of the convicted person until puberty

In this regard, Imam Khomeini adopts a distinctive and innovative approach. He holds
that:

* The basic rule is the impermissibility of imprisonment.

* Imprisonment is permissible only when there is a fear of the convicted person’s escape
and the remaining period until puberty is short.

* Where there is no risk of escape, even if the waiting period is long, the killer should
remain free.

* [f there is a risk of escape, preventive measures such as bail or surety may be used, and
imprisonment becomes permissible only when the waiting period is short.

This view can be explained on the basis of principles such as the presumption of
innocence, the rule of no harm, the necessity of protecting the public treasury (bayt
al-mal), and the notion that imprisonment constitutes an additional form of punishment.

Conclusion

From the analysis of the discussions, the following conclusions may be drawn:

1. Jurists disagree on whether qisas must or must not be enforced by the guardian of a
minor; some require waiting until puberty, while others permit enforcement subject to the
observance of the minor’s interest.

2. There is also disagreement regarding the imprisonment of the convicted person; some
regard it as necessary and absolute, while others consider it an additional punishment
lacking legal justification.

3. Imam Khomeini adopts a distinctive and innovative position in this regard:

o He considers waiting until the juvenile wali al-dam reaches puberty to be the more
cautious approach, except in cases of interest or the prevention of harm.

o He regards imprisonment of the convicted person as impermissible in principle
and permits it only when two conditions are met simultaneously: “fear of escape” and
“shortness of the waiting period.”

0 Accordingly, the freedom of the convicted person during the waiting period until puberty
even if it is long is emphasized, and imprisonment is treated solely as an exception.
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4. Moreover, the legislator’s departure in Article 354 of the Islamic Penal Code of 2013
from Imam Khomeini’s view cannot be denied, as the legislator has granted decision-
making authority to the guardian of a minor alongside the right to wait until puberty.
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1. Introduction

Assuming that religious propositions do not correspond to reality and generate distorted
awareness fundamentally weakens religion’s capacity to function as a basis for religious
governance. Given the centrality of realism in author-centered interpretations—where
textual meaning is confined to authorial intent—and considering Imam Khomeini’s
exegetical methodology, which seeks to uncover divine intent while rigorously rejecting
interpretation by personal opinion (tafsir bi’l-ra’y), realism can be regarded as a
presupposed principle in his reading of religion.

2. Literature Review

Previous scholarship has addressed realism in religious language primarily through
analyses of the meaningfulness of propositions in modern Western philosophy. While some
studies—often influenced by logical positivism—deny the cognitive status of religious
language, others critique such approaches and affirm its meaningful and realist character.
Islamic philosophical contributions generally align with the latter view, emphasizing the
epistemic legitimacy of religious propositions.

3. Conceptual Framework

Religion is understood as an integrated system of theoretical beliefs, practical rulings, and
ethical directives governing both individual and collective life, revealed by God through
prophets to guide humanity toward worldly and otherworldly felicity.

In hermeneutical terms, reading refers to interpretive engagement with meaningful signs. In
this study, realism denotes the intentional representational capacity of a text—specifically,
whether it is produced with the aim of corresponding to objective reality.

4. Realism and the Language of Religion

The emergence of linguistic philosophy—particularly in the works of Russell and the
later Wittgenstein—shifted philosophical attention toward the criterion of meaningfulness
as a prerequisite for realism. Empiricist approaches questioned the cognitive validity of
religious, ethical, and metaphysical propositions. In contrast, Muslim philosophers and
theologians have consistently argued for the meaningfulness and realist orientation of
religious language, grounding their position in three core assumptions:

1. The existence of objective reality

2. The transcendence of reality beyond sensory perception

3. The possibility of human knowledge of reality

Opposing non-cognitive theories reduce religious language to emotive or motivational
discourse, a reduction that fails to account for the epistemic claims embedded within
religious texts.

5. Realism in Imam Khomeini’s Thought
A close examination of Imam Khomeini’s works reveals that realism is a foundational



3 Khalil Aghili Faraj & Other : Realism in Imam Khomeini’s Reading of Religion ...

principle in his understanding of religious sources. He treats the representational capacity
of linguistic expressions as a given, locating scholarly disagreement not in the principle
itself but in its justificatory grounds. Drawing on established principles of Islamic legal
theory—such as the presumption of apparent meaning (zuhtir)—he affirms that rational
agents conventionally rely on the apparent meaning of speech in communication and
argumentation.

6. Arguments Supporting the Realism of Religious Language

6.1. Rational Communicative Practice

Any theory of language that fails to align with rational communicative norms remains
practically untenable. Non-cognitive readings of religious language lack viability within
ordinary processes of understanding and explanation.

6.2. Scriptural Evidence

The Qur’an repeatedly affirms the possibility of knowing truth, encourages reflective
engagement with revelation, prohibits arbitrary interpretation, and presents claims that
correspond with established empirical findings.

6.3. Unity of Reality

Reality is singular, objective, and independent of linguistic or subjective frameworks.
Conflicting narratives cannot simultaneously correspond to the same reality, thereby
necessitating a realist interpretive framework.

7. Conclusion

Reality exists as an objective and stable domain. Although human knowledge is partial,
access to reality remains possible, and linguistic representation of reality—while fallible—
is attainable. Imam Khomeini’s reading of religion is grounded in the presupposition that
religious language is realist and cognitive. This assumption is substantiated through rational
convention, scriptural affirmation, and the practical requirements of religious governance.
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Introduction

Although the concern for identity in Iranian society is a historical issue and has received
more attention with the entry of modernity into Iranian society, the place of the issue
of identity in the discourse of the Islamic Revolution is a fundamental issue; because
the semantic system of the discourse of the Islamic Revolution revolves around identity
in the construction of revolutionary and Islamic identity. What makes this issue more
important in the current period are the conflicts formed against this identity and the
efforts of the opponents to delegitimize this identity and to empty the identity of Iranians
of the characteristics of revolutionism and Islamism. Since this identity is one of the
basic components of political stability and consolidation of sovereignty, its preservation
and reproduction among the younger generations of Iranian society must be one of the
fundamental concerns of the Islamic Republic system. This requires monitoring the values
and attitudes of Iranian society, especially the revolutionary identity, and consequently
political preferences.

Methods

The basis of this research is secondary analysis and the level of macro-analysis (country).
The basis of further analysis is based on the findings of the National Survey of Iranian
Values and Attitudes (2016). The statistical population of this research is all people over
the age of 15 living in cities and villages in Iran, and 14,906 residents of urban and rural
areas participated in it. Also, the data of the 1402 survey, which is related to revolutionary
identity and the tendency to the existing order, was used. The conceptual framework
for measuring Iranian values and attitudes (2016) regarding revolutionary identity is
based on five items: the Islamic Revolution has increased the country’s independence
on the world stage; the existence of the Jurisprudence has brought security to society;
the Islamic Revolution has increased the level of people’s participation in the country’s
affairs; Iran will become an advanced country in the future; and the item that after the
Islamic Revolution, the level of attention of the government and the government to the
disadvantaged in society has increased. But this indicator has been measured in the values
and attitudes of Iranians (2023) with only two words: the Islamic Revolution has increased
the country’s independence on the world stage, and the existence of the Supreme Leader
has brought security to society.

Results

According to the research findings, the revolutionary identity of Iranians has changed
significantly in the period between the two surveys, due to the changes and socio-political
events that have occurred. We are witnessing a decrease in the ratio of supporters to
opponents, especially among the young generation, in some key categories. However, the
revolutionary approach of Iranians is still in an acceptable state, but this does not mean
accepting all the implications of revolutionism in line with the official discourse, because
their ideological preferences show that 57.6 percent of respondents do not consider the
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current situation desirable and consider it in need of reform. Also, 28.3 percent of all
respondents and 33.1 percent of young respondents do not consider the country’s situation
to be reformable and want a fundamental change in the current situation. This shows that
the ideological preferences of Iranians, especially young people, are changing towards
radicalization. However, it is worth noting that although the percentage of respondents
who want to reform the current situation has remained almost constant in both surveys,
the number of supporters of the status quo has decreased and the number of opponents
has increased. This change in attitude can be interpreted as meaning that supporters of the
status quo have become reformist in the two surveys due to the changes that have occurred
in society, and reformers have also adopted a radical approach in the time interval between
the two surveys, and this is not a good sign for the stability of the existing order.

Conclusion

According to the findings of the research, it is necessary for the authorities to strengthen
the foundations of the Islamic Revolution and realize its ideals by creating a discourse and
providing an open social space and a platform for political freedoms, and to avoid creating
bipolar spaces in less important categories, and not only to always maintain and strengthen
their commitment to the values, culture, and identity of the Islamic Revolution, but also to
strengthen and expand the basis for others to adhere to Islamic-Iranian values by pursuing
all the ideals and goals of the Muslim people of Iran. This issue is in line with Maurice
Duverger’s warning that if the people’s connection with the revolutionary ideology is
severed, various crises will arise, including political illegitimacy and, consequently, the
creation of an attitude among the people that the government is illegitimate. Citizens
disobey a government they believe is unjust, and in this case, violence and intimidation will
become the only basis of government, which will be in conflict with the values and ideals
of the 1957 revolution, the most prominent aspects of which are freedom and opposition
to tyranny, justice and opposition to economic inequalities, and independent development.
The desire of 27.4 percent of respondents to fundamentally change the status quo and its
emergence in the 1401 protests clearly expresses this issue.
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Science policy, as a domain of public policymaking, requires a
theoretical foundation in which the nature, mission, functions, and
fundamental issues of science are clarified. Examining this theoretical
foundation within Islamic thought, particularly in the perspective of
Imam Khomeini, has received limited attention from researchers,
and so far, Imam Khomeini’s views on science policy have not been
systematically articulated. This study analyzes policy-related issues
of science in Imam Khomeini’s works using thematic analysis with
a deductive-inductive approach. Key components of science policy
in Imam Khomeini’s thought include the following: Believing in
the discovery of science from reality, considering science as non-
materialistic, and The innateness of seeking knowledge (Nature of
Science). Emphasizing “self-sufficiency, independence, and honor”
as the ultimate Goals of science (Mission of Science). Advocating for
the active engagement of members of the academic community while
acknowledging the principles of state intervention and regulation
(Politics of science). Accepting both public and private sector investment
in science (Economics of Science). The necessity of having a divine
intention in acquiring knowledge and emphasizing the necessity of
combining knowledge and moral refinement (Ethics of Science), In the
end, science is out of place (Communication of Science). The policy-
related aspects of these components are as follows: Extending science
policy to encompass all disciplines, not limited to Islamic sciences,
Organizing, developing, and advancing the academic and scientific
institutions based on the principles of self-sufficiency, independence,
and honor of a religious society, Promoting regulation within academic
institutions by their members while accepting the principle of state
intervention, Not opposing the government investment as well as the
private sector in science, encouraging both men and women to learn
science, the requirement of combining scientific development with the
development of ethical aspects of science and the cultivation of morally
oriented people, and maximum emphasis on scientific communication.
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Introduction And statement of the problem

like other social phenomena, Science, is subject to policy-making and is guided through
various government interventions — whether regulatory, supportive or restrictive. These
policies can address macro or more detailed issues such as financing, women’s participation,
relations with industry and society, etc. The answers to these issues vary depending on
worldviews and value systems. Since science holds a high position in Islamic thought, the
present study, focusing on Imam Khomeini’s views, seeks to answer the main question:
How is science policy formulated in Imam Khomeini’s thought? This problem is answered
by answering the following detailed questions:

1) What is the nature of science? What is the nature of academic sciences and what is their
place in the geometry of religious knowledge?

2) What is the mission of academic science in Islamic thought and for what purpose is it
pursued?

3) What is the relationship between the scientific community and the Islamic government?
Is intervention in the institution of science by the government acceptable?

4) How should science be financed (public budget, market mechanism, endowment, etc.)?
5) What is the relationship between science and gender?

6) What is the ethics of science? What is the ethical mission of the scholar?

7) What should the scientific community’s relations with the scientific communities of the
world be?

Background

Imam Khomeini’s words about science on the one hand, his explicit statements about
universities and their key position as the source of reform and corruption in society and
their role in the independence and self-sufficiency of the country on the other hand, as well
as the comprehensiveness and great depth of Imam Khomeini’s thought, have attracted the
attention of researchers to his thought for more precise and deeper exploration. A detailed
examination of the research in this field indicates that they can be classified into eight

LEIT3

categories: “ethics of science”, “Islamic identity of science”, “relationship of science and
faith”, “relationship of science and religion”, “religious science”, “epistemology”, “views
on different sciences” and “Islamic university”. However, what has not been examined
so far is the examination of his thought on the components of science policy (such as the
mission of science, the relationship between the science institution and the government,
the relationship between science and gender, the connections between science and the
science institution, etc.) and the formulation of these components in a specific logic. The

present study seeks to formulate these components in his thought.

Research Method

a) Data Collection Method: Given that the formulation of science will be extracted from
Imam Khomeini’s works, the data was collected by studying the works and examining
the documents. In order to better access the relevant data, an initial framework was
first designed based on the research questions so that Imam Khomeini’s works could be
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collected and analyzed with these questions in mind.

b) Research Strategy: The data were examined using the “theme analysis” strategy and the
“inductive-deductive” approach. Given the qualitative nature of the data in this research, it
is necessary to use the qualitative method to analyze them. Among the qualitative methods,
due to the research goal of identifying and extracting concepts and themes related to the
formulation of science, theme analysis is more compatible with other qualitative methods
- each of which is designed for specific goals and issues.

Findings

Searching for the two keywords “science” and “knowledge” in Imam Khomeini’s works
yielded 5111 and 98 results, respectively, all of which were reviewed. After analyzing the
relevant data and finding themes, the theoretical components of the formulation of science
in Imam Khomeini’s thought were obtained as follows.

Row Dimension Components

1 The nature of science Discover the truth

Acquisitional science: the form of an object in
relation to another object

Presence science: the presence of an object in
relation to another object

The separation of science from Material

The innateness of seeking knowledge

2 The position of Science Showing the path to happiness (paradise)

Endless learning

The greatest of virtues

The value of science to others

3 The relationship between science The distinction between science and faith
and religion

Harmony of science and religion

The irreplaceability of science and religion

4 The nature of religious science The need for connection and continuity be-
tween the Seminary and the university

The general division of science into worldly
and otherworldly

Beneficial knowledge

The Fluidity of Beneficial Knowledge in the
Light of “Intentions *

5 The relationship between science The possibility of studying science for both
and gender men and women




Volume 27, Issue 108, Autumn 2025, pp. 141-176 Matin Research Journal 4

Row Dimension Components

6 The purpose of science Intellectual and identity independence

Self-sufficiency and independence in country

governance

Scientific self-sufficiency

7 The ethics of scientist Divine Intention in Acquiring Science

Refining the soul alongside acquiring Science

Islamic education of the young generation

8 The moral mission of the scientist awareness and enlightenment in society

Islamization of the university

Preventing the infiltration of deviant elements

9 Science Communication The placelessness of science and the maxi-
mum use of scientists from different countries

Conclusion

The present study has examined the formation of science policy in Imam Khomeini’s
thought and analyzed his answers by transforming seven components into research
questions. Imam Khomeini considers all sciences, including experimental sciences,
valuable if they have divine intention. Therefore, science policy in his view should include
all sciences. He considers the university as an institution for achieving independence and
self-sufficiency of the Islamic society. The result is that science policy should be aimed
at achieving the independence and self-sufficiency of the country and based on that, the
institution of science should develop and improve.

Regarding government intervention in the institution of science, Imam Khomeini believed
that although the main role is for academics, he also approved the regulatory intervention
of the government by forming institutions such as the Supreme Council of the Cultural
Revolution. Therefore, the governance of science in his thought is a combination of the
role of the government and the scientific elite.

The question of financing science, because it was not a contemporary question of Imam
Khomeini in Iranian society, has not been directly answered in his speech and writings.
However, considering his agreement with the establishment of the Islamic Azad University,
it can be said that he has no objection to government investment in science, as well as
private investment.

On the issue of gender, Imam Khomeini does not consider the study of science to be
limited to men and believes that Islam has called both men and women to study science. It
is clear that this view leads to inclusive scientific policies.

In the field of scientific ethics, he emphasizes that science without self-cultivation is
not only useless, but can be harmful. Science should be a means of approaching God.
Therefore, science policy should focus on the moral and spiritual education of individuals
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along with scientific development.

Imam Khomeini believes that there are no restrictions on learning science in terms of
religious beliefs and that one can learn science from non-Muslims. This view opens up a
broad horizon for scientific interactions and communications in science policy, making it
one of the important and influential pillars of science policymaking.
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