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Introduction

The Islamic Republic of Iran’s government, while representing the current of
“jurisprudential political Islam” (Eslam-e Siyasi-ye Faqahati), distinguishes itself in the
political sociology of Shia Islam by lacking a specific class-based foundation- unlike other
political ideologies. This is largely due to the transcendental nature of the “central idea”
(ide-ye markazi) in Imam Khomeini’s Islamic governance, which initially possessed the
capacity to attract not only traditional groups and segments of the clergy but also to channel
the grievances of lower-class strata —such as anger over inflation, socioeconomic issues,
or the middle class’s concerns about authoritarianism, the Pahlavi regime’s dependency,
and foreign domination - into a unified “doctrinal struggle” (mobareza-ye maktebi), while
rejecting class struggle.

Under these conditions, the establishment of the state preserved, to a significant extent,
the political system’s independence from social forces. Simultaneously, by excluding
secular political movements, it created space for new actors affiliated with “jurisprudential
political Islam” or aligned with its variants- such as liberal or left- leaning political Islam.
Consequently, in a context where the state sought to monitor associations, organizations,
and maintain a monopoly over mass media, a form of sovereign authority emerged, paving
the way for post-revolutionary political factions.

Unlike the Pahlavi absolutist state (dowlat-e motlaga-ye Pahlav1), which was autonomous,
isolated, and suspended above society, the political arena transformed into a battleground
where groups competed for influence. In the absence of genuine party politics and partisan
governance, this competition has effectively led to the formation of informal cliques and
transient, disorganized parties.

Lacking accountability and discipline, these groups epitomized opportunistic,
unresponsive actors whose actions perpetuated political instability. Even when entering
the power structure, their absence of clear ideological representation or implementation
of rival governance theories left them largely incapable of enacting meaningful reforms
or pursuing comprehensive development agendas. This dynamic contributed to declining
legitimacy and electoral participation, raising critical questions for Iranian voters: Why
are Iran’s political parties and factions not clearly alignable or identifiable, in contrast
to foreign counterparts rooted in classical ideologies (liberalism, socialism, left/right
authoritarianism)? Or, more fundamentally: What coherent theoretical or ideological
foundations can be attributed to these factions of political Islam? How might such
foundations justify expectations for governance reforms through electoral processes under
the Republic’s framework?

In response, some might explain the state of political factions through what is termed
“paradigmatic ambiguity” (ebham-e paradaymi). However, this explanation holds only if
one assumes that political theorization efforts have even attempted to clarify the ideologies
of these factions. Instead, the hypothesis arises that Iran’s political factionalism is rooted
in competition over power resources, economic interests, and instrumental interpretations
of religion—rather than comprehensive ideologies or stable theoretical identities.
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Background Review

In the political sociology of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s state, studies on the process of

major political factionalism can be categorized into five levels.

1. First Level: Research focusing on factional analysis from 1979 to 1997 (the first post-
revolutionary decade), which divides factions simplistically into right and left. These
works do not account for internal diversity within these broad categories.

2. Second Level: Scholarship addressing 1997-2013, framed under the two discourses
of Principlism (OstilgarayTl) and Reformism (Eslahtalabi). These studies overlook
distinctions among subgroups within these overarching labels.

3. Third Level: Research from 2013-2023, which introduces a threefold classification
following the emergence of Moderationism (E ‘tedalgarayT) as a political force. These
works mark a shift toward recognizing newer factional dynamics but remain limited in
granularity.

4. Fourth Level: Studies that, diverging from the above frameworks, describe factional
characteristics episodically, tied to specific presidential election cycles. These works
neglect the continuity of factional identity across time.

5. Fifth Level: Scattered works that vaguely reference a revolutionary or doctrinal faction
(jenah-e enqelabi ya maktabi) within socio-political forces. While acknowledging such
factions, they either assign them a generic identity or fail to move beyond superficial
critique.

To date, no research has systematically mapped the four main political factions side by

side or extracted their identity components based on active social cleavages. This study

innovates by constructing a political polarization model for these factions within the
political sociology of Iran’s state, marking the first attempt to synthesize their ideological
and operational distinctions.

Methodology

In this study, to map the principal political factionalism within the political sociology
of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s state, the five aforementioned levels of prior research
are critically examined. A descriptive-analytical method is employed to structure the
discussion, focusing on the absence of coherent theoretical foundations in the formation of
revolutionary, conservative, reformist, and moderate factions. This lacuna is identified as
a driver for redefining political alliances not through adherence to fixed principles but as
reactions to shifting domestic and international conditions.

The analysis underscores how the lack of robust ideological frameworks has transformed
factional dynamics into fluid, context-dependent coalitions. By interrogating existing
scholarship and synthesizing empirical patterns, the study advances a critical perspective
on the theoretical vacuums that perpetuate instability in Iran’s political architecture.

Conclusion
The formation of political parties and factions in the Islamic Republic of Iran’s government
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- shaped by competition over power resources, economic interests, and instrumental
interpretations of religion — has prevented their theoretical identities from fully aligning
with classical European ideologies or coalescing into a unified indigenous theory.
Consequently, neither can Iran’s political currents be studied comparatively through
translated Western models, nor do shifts stemming from the republicanism (jomhiirtyat) of
the state — due to the absence of systematic planning or a clear governance theory among
factional representatives - lead to tangible. changes in the country’s diverse domains.
These issues are often rationalized by attributing blame entirely to the disciplinary
impositions of the state’s Islamist (eslamiyat) structures, thereby justifying the practical
shortcomings of those in power.

Simultaneously, ambiguity in Iran’s principal political factionalism obstructs understanding
of certain electoral behaviors. By distinguishing the doctrinal faction (jenah-e maktab-gera)
from conservatives and the moderate faction (jenah-e e‘tedal-gerd) from reformists, this
study enables the relative positioning of representatives from these factions through their
stances on active social cleavages. A critical manifestation of this new categorization’s
necessity in political sociology is the long-standing inability of the Principlist (ostilgaray1)
and Reformist (eslahtalabi) fronts to achieve internal unity, resolve intra-factional disputes,
or persuade internal subgroups. These issues have repeatedly reinforced and intensified
hidden factional boundaries, not only following political defeats but even after assuming
power, due to profound disagreements among subgroups within each camp.
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Suspension (ta ‘lig) in contracts is among the most challenging
issues in Imamiyyah jurisprudence and civil law. Despite
the conceptual distinction between “suspension in insha™
(suspension in the act of creation/enactment) and “suspension
in munsha™ (suspension in the object/effect of creation), the
precise criteria for its validity and invalidity remain in need
of fundamental scrutiny. Adopting an analytical-critical
method and relying on library - based sources - including the
most significant jurisprudential and legal - theoretical texts,
particularly Imam Khomeini’s Kitab al-Bay‘and the views
of Shaykh AnsarT- this study aims to elucidate the theoretical
foundations of these two types of suspension and to establish
the preferred position based on Imam Khomeini’s perspective.
The findings indicate that Imam Khomeini adopts an
approach divergent from that of Shaykh Ansari, who regards
suspension in munsha’as valid and suspension in insha’ as
impossible. From Imam Khomeini’s viewpoint, suspension
in munsha’ necessarily entails an actual, unconditional
transfer of ownership (famlik) concurrent with a suspended
ownership at a single moment - which, due to the co-existence
of two contradictory ownerships in one instant, is rationally
impossible (muhal). Moreover, a complete enactment (insha’)
that produces no effect in the event of the condition’s non-
fulfillment constitutes a kind of contradiction in the very nature
of insha’. In contrast, Imam Khomeini considers suspension
ininsha’ as feasible in the realm of legal construction
(i ‘tibar) in the form of a “preliminary agreement” (fawafuq-e
mugqaddamati), whereby the parties may agree prospectively on
the future creation of a legal relationship without carrying out
a final enactment. This type of suspension is compatible with
the conventional/constructive (i ‘tibari) nature of contracts and
has the capacity to be recognized as a legal institution within
the contractual system.

The preferred position adopted in this research is the validity
of suspension ininsha’and the invalidity of suspension
in munsha’, as expounded by Imam Khomeini through a
rational-jurisprudential  (usili- ‘aqli)  approach  grounded
in the principle of the impossibility of the co-existence
of contradictories (istihalah-ye ijtima‘-e nagqidayn). This
perspective can serve as a key to resolving many legal
challenges concerning conditional/suspended contracts and
may provide a basis for revising the relevant provisions on
contracts in the Civil Code.

Journal, 28 (110), 33-56.

Cite this article: Asadi Nejad, S. M.& Barzegar Golestan, M. (2026). Suspension in Insha’ and
Suspension in Munsha’: An Approach Based on Imam Khomeini’s Perspective. Matin Research

https://doi.org/10.22034/matin.2025.433781.2235

@ © The Author(s). Publisher: Research Institute of Imam Khomeini and
l Islamic. This is an open-access article distributed under the CC BY (license

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1116-069X
https://doi.org/10.22034/matin.2025.433781.2235
https://doi.org/10.22034/MATIN.2025.480733.2296 
http://www.ri-khomeini.ac.ir/
http://www.ri-khomeini.ac.ir/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://matin.ri-khomeini.ac.ir

Volume 28, Issue 110, Spring 2026, pp. 33-56 Matin Research Journal 2

1. Introduction

Suspension (fa ‘lig) in contracts is among the most contentious issues in Imamiyyah
jurisprudence and Iranian civil law. Article 189 of the Iranian Civil Code defines a suspended
contract as one “whose effect, according to its creation (insha’), is contingent upon
another matter.” However, this definition - due to its ambiguity in distinguishing between
“suspension in insha ™ (suspension in the act of contractual creation) and “suspension
in munsha ™ (suspension in the legal effect/object of creation) — has not only failed to clarify
the issue but has further complicated it. In jurisprudence, these two types of suspension lead
to entirely different legal outcomes: one school, led by Shaykh AnsarT and his followers,
regards suspension in munsha’ as valid and suspension in insha’ as impossible; the other,
particularly Imam Khomeini, adopts a precisely opposite position, holding suspension
in insha’ as valid and suspension in munsha’ as invalid. This fundamental disagreement
has left the legislator in a state of silence, effectively marginalizing the institution of
suspended contracts in practice. Therefore, the precise delineation of these two types of
suspension and the identification of the rational and jurisprudential foundations of Imam
Khomeini’s viewpoint constitute the primary objectives of this research.

2. Research Background

Prior to Shaykh Ansari, the issue of suspension in contracts was generally dismissed as
invalid based on the requirement of “decisiveness” (jazm) in contract formation. Jurists such
as ‘Allamah Hilli, Muhaqqiq Hilli, and the author of Jawahir considered unconditionality
(tanjiz) a condition for contractual validity and deemed suspended contracts void due to
the absence of decisiveness.

The turning point came with Shaykh Ansari’s theory in Kitab al-Makasib, where he
introduced, for the first time, a conceptual distinction between insha’ (the act of creating
a contract) and munsha’ (the legal effect thereby created). He concluded that suspension
in insha’ is impossible — since an act of creation either occurs or does not, and cannot be
suspended — but that suspension in munsha’ is possible, because the legal effect can be
made conditional. This theory was further developed by later jurists, notably Ayatullah
Khu’i, who sought to justify suspension in munsha’through the notion of “absolute
ownership” (mutlaq al-milkiyyah).

Imam Khomeini, in Kitab al-Bay", challenged this view. Drawing on the philosophical
foundations of legal constructions (i tibariyat) and usil al-figh methodology, he adopted
a counter-position. Contemporary scholarship includes works such as Suspension in
Contracts (Hosseini Moqgaddam), Condition and Suspension in Contracts (Muhaqqiq
Damad), and articles like “Revisiting Suspension in Insha’” (Ghabooli Dorafshan) and “A
Critical-Analytical Reflection on Suspended Contracts” (Roushan & Karami). Asadinezhad
and Safaei (2023) have also compared Imam Khomeini’s view with English law.
Nevertheless, significant research gaps remain: (1) Imam Khomeini’s central rational
argument — the impossibility of the coexistence of an unconditional transfer of ownership
and a suspended ownership at the same moment — has not been systematically analyzed; (2)
the relationship between the realm of legal constructions (i ‘tibariyat) in Imam Khomeini’s
thought and the principle of the impossibility of a temporal gap between cause and effect has
not been adequately explained; (3) “preliminary agreement” (fawdfuq-e muqaddamati) as
an alternative institution to suspension in munsha’ has not been clearly introduced in prior
research; and (4) the Iranian Civil Code has neglected this distinction, with this ambiguity
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stemming from shortcomings in previous juridical-legal scholarship. The present article,
employing an analytical-critical approach and focusing on Imam Khomeini’s Kitab al-
Bay ", seeks to fill these gaps.

3. Research Methodology

This research adopts an analytical-critical method and relies on library-based sources,
including primary jurisprudential, uslt (legal-theoretical), and legal texts. The data are
mainly drawn from first-hand Imamiyyah jurisprudential sources, particularly:

* Imam Khomeini’s al-Bay ‘ (as recorded in Ghadiri’s lectures),

» Shaykh Ansari’s al-Makasib,

+ Ayatullah Khu't’s Misbhah al-Figahah,

+ Akhund Khurasant’s Kifayat al-Usiil,

 Subhani’s Tahdhib al-Usiil (comprising lectures of Imam Khomeini).

The analytical framework consists of two complementary approaches:

» Rational analysis (tahlil-e ‘aqli), based on the principle of the impossibility of the
coexistence of contradictories (istihalah-ye ijtima ‘-e naqidayn) and the impossibility
of a temporal gap between cause (sabab) and effect (musabbab);

 Usilt analysis (fahlil-e usili), based on the debate concerning “whether a condition
reverts to the form (hay ‘ah) or to the substance (mdaddah)” in conditional obligations
(wajib-e mashriit).

Furthermore, the views of contemporary Iranian legal scholars-including Katouzian, Jafari
Langarudi, Shahidi, and Qasimzadeh-are employed to contextualize the jurisprudential
foundations within the Iranian legal system. The comparative-critical approach juxtaposes
Imam Khomeini’s and Shaykh Ansar’s views, aiming to present and evaluate their rational
and ustlT arguments with clarity.

4. Findings

The findings are summarized in several key areas:

A) Regarding Suspension in Insha’ (Act of Creation):

Imam Khomeini, by affirming the possibility of suspension in insha’, maintains that what
occurs as a suspended creation is a “preliminary agreement” (tawafug-e mugaddamati)
between the parties-an agreement that is not itself a final contract but, upon fulfillment
of the condition (mu ‘allag ‘alayh), transforms into a complete, legally effective contract
without the need for a new offer and acceptance. This view is grounded in the distinction
between the natural world (‘@lam-e takwin) and the world of legal constructions ( ‘@lam-e
i ‘tibar): in the natural world, suspended creation is impossible, but in the world of legal
construction-the realm of juridical creation-such a practice is not only possible but also
necessary to meet the transactional needs of society. Additionally, relying on the ustlt
debate of whether a condition reverts to the form (hay ‘ah) or to the substance (maddah),
Imam Khomeini demonstrates that a condition can pertain to the act of creation itself
(hay’ah), not merely to its substance, and that the act of creation does not materialize until
the condition is fulfilled. This closely parallels the structure of conditional obligations
(wdajib-e mashriy).

B) Regarding Suspension in Munsha’ (Legal Effect):
Imam Khomeini advances three principal arguments to establish the invalidity of
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suspension in munsha .

1. Coexistence of contradictory ownerships: In suspension in munsha’, the creation
(insha’) occurs unconditionally (i.e., a present transfer of ownership), while ownership
itself is made conditional. This entails, at a single moment, both a present transfer of
ownership and a suspended ownership—which are contradictory and cannot coexist,
as the conjunction of contradictories is rationally impossible.

2. Complete creation without an object/effect: In suspension in munsha’, a complete
act of creation is said to have occurred, yet the legal effect (munsha’) is absent. This
contradicts the very nature of insha’, which is defined as the creation of a legal effect.
An act of creation without an object (inshda -e bi-mudallal) is conceptually vacuous.

3. Impossibility of a gap between cause and effect: If a contract (as cause, sabab) is
created, its legal effect (as effect, musabbab) must arise immediately. Any temporal or
conceptual gap between cause and effect-whether in the natural world or in the realm
of legal construction-is unacceptable under rational and customary principles.

C) Critique of Shaykh Ansart’s View:

Shaykh Ansari, invoking the concept of “absolute ownership” (mutlaq al-milkiyyah),
sought to justify suspension in munsha’. However, this distinction between “shar‘1
effect” and “absolute ownership” is, in Imam Khomeini’s view-and from a logical-legal
perspective-unsupported: if ownership has been transferred, the contract is complete;
if not, no contract has come into existence. Moreover, Shaykh Ansari, in response to
the objection concerning the gap between cause and effect, appeals to the distinction
between the natural world and the world of legal construction. Yet this argument appears
inconsistent: in suspension in insha -which he declares impossible-he invokes the rules of
the natural world, while in suspension in munsha’-which he seeks to validate-he appeals to
the world of legal construction. This inconsistency, according to Imam Khomeini and the
present research, is critically vulnerable.

5. Conclusion
Based on the findings of this research, the preferred position is as follows:

1. Suspension in insha’ is valid. The parties may, through a “preliminary agreement,”
establish the basis for a contract that, upon fulfillment of the condition, transforms
into a complete and enforceable contract without the need for further action. This
institution, being compatible with the constructive nature of contracts, addresses the
complex transactional needs of modern society. The legislator could, drawing on this
theory, revise the relevant provisions of the Civil Code.

2. Suspension in munsha’ is invalid. Its acceptance entails the contradictory coexistence
of an unconditional transfer of ownership and a conditional ownership at a single time,
as well as a complete act of creation devoid of effect-both of which are incompatible
with rational principles and the nature of insha’.

3. Revision of the Civil Code is necessary. Article 189 of the Iranian Civil Code,
with its incomplete definition of suspended contracts, effectively refers only to
suspension in munsha’, leaving suspension in insha’ unaddressed. It is proposed
that the legislator, drawing on Imam Khomeini’s perspective, explicitly recognize
the validity of suspension in inshd’ as an independent institution and delineate its
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conditions - including the possibility of the condition’s occurrence, its definiteness,
and its compatibility with public order.

4. The distinction between the natural world and the world of legal construction
is the key to resolving the issue. Imam Khomeini, by employing this philosophical
distinction, has provided a rational and effective solution for suspension in contracts —
one that is both consistent with Imamiyyah jurisprudential principles and responsive
to the demands of modern contract law.

Ultimately, this research demonstrates that suspension in insha’ is not only free from
rational objections but can also serve as a useful and necessary institution in the legal
system of contracts. Imam Khomeini’s ustli-rational approach, grounded in the principle
of the impossibility of the coexistence of contradictories and a precise analysis of the
reversion of conditions to form (hay’ah), offers a robust framework for redefining
suspended contracts in Iranian jurisprudence and law.
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Introduction

Divorce, as one of the most challenging legal and emotional events in family life, has always attracted
the attention of legal systems. Despite the undesirability of divorce in the Islamic legal system, after
its occurrence, specific rights and duties are established for both the wife and the husband, especially
during the ‘iddah (waiting period following divorce). One of the most significant of these rights is
the right of a revocably divorced woman (miitallagah riji’i) to reside in the marital home, which is
explicitly recognized in the Holy Quran and Imami jurisprudence. However, in Iran’s legal system, the
issue of the wife’s breach of loyalty during this period and its enforcement mechanism- particularly
concerning the permissibility of her eviction— has been met with ambiguity and legislative silence. This
research seeks to answer the fundamental question: In the event of a wife’s breach of loyalty during
the ‘iddah of a revocable divorce, can the husband utilize "eviction from the marital residence" as a
mechanism to address this breach? Furthermore, what is the relationship between the permissibility
of evicting a revocably divorced wife in the case of committing fahishah mubayyinah (manifest
indecency) and the concept of breach of loyalty?

Background

Reviews indicate that the issue of breach of loyalty by spouses, particularly by the wife during
the ‘iddah of a revocable divorce, has been neglected in Iran's legal system and academic literature.
Existing legal texts and articles have either generally referred to loyalty as a shared duty or have failed
to conduct precise analyses of its instances, conditions, and enforcement mechanisms under specific
circumstances. The primary gap lies in the failure to clearly explain the relationship between depriving
a wife of shared residence (or evicting her) and the breach of loyalty during the ‘iddah period.
Furthermore, the jurisprudential views of contemporary jurists, particularly Imam Khomeini, have
not been systematically and purposefully cited and analyzed in this context. Therefore, the necessity
of research that relies on jurisprudential foundations, especially the opinions of Imam Khomeini, to
clarify this issue is strongly felt.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method. Data collection was conducted through
a library-based approach, and the required information was extracted from jurisprudential sources,
Quranic exegeses, legal texts, and reputable articles. By examining key concepts such as loyalty,
breach of loyalty, and fahishah mubayyinah, and by referencing the jurisprudential opinions of Imam
Khomeini and other scholars, the authors analyze the relationship between these concepts.

Findings

The most significant findings of the research are as follows:

1. Definition of Fahishah Mubayyinah: Although there are multiple interpretations of fahishah
mubayyinah in the first verse of Surah al-Talaq, according to common understanding ( ‘urf) and
Imam Khomeini’s explanation, the most certain and obvious instance of it is adultery (zina). Based
on Imam Khomeini’s view, fahishah mubayyinah is an offense that either entails a hadd (fixed
Sharia penalty) or constitutes an instance of the wife's nushiiz (disobedience/recalcitrance).

2. Continuity of Loyalty in Revocable Divorce: Since in a revocable divorce the marital bond is not
completely severed and the woman is still considered "in the status of a wife" (fi hukm al-zawjah),
the duty of loyalty, which is a fundamental requirement of the marriage contract, remains in effect
for her during the ‘iddah period.

3. Enforcement Mechanism for Breach of Loyalty: The commission of adultery by a revocably divorced
woman not only constitutes a breach of loyalty but also fundamentally contradicts the rationale
behind her right to reside in the marital home (which is to provide an opportunity for reconciliation
and a return to married life). Consequently, the permissibility of evicting a revocably divorced
wife from the marital home in the event of committing f@hishah mubayyinah is interpreted as
a civil enforcement mechanism to counteract the breach of loyalty and prevent the misuse of this
opportunity.

4. Difference Between Leaving and Eviction: The wife's unauthorized departure from the home without
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the husband's permission only leads to a temporary forfeiture of her right to residence. However,
committing fahishah mubayyinah (adultery) and its proof results in a permanent forfeiture of this
right and the permissibility of her eviction.

Conclusion

The present research demonstrates that the breach of loyalty through the commission of adultery
during the ‘iddah of a revocable divorce is so fundamentally at odds with the sacred lawgiver's
objectives for establishing the right of residence (i.e. providing an opportunity to return to married
life) that the Holy Quran has explicitly prescribed a civil enforcement mechanism (permissibility of
eviction) for it. This is while Iran’s statutory laws lack such a clear enforcement mechanism even
during the marital period.

Ultimately, relying on Imam Khomeini’s jurisprudential approach, this research concludes that
the eviction of a revocably divorced wife from the marital home in case of committing fahishah
mubayyinah is not merely a punishment, but an effective legal mechanism to preserve the family
foundation and prevent its weakening through the breach of loyalty. Therefore, revising family laws
and formulating clear enforcement mechanisms to address extra-marital relations can significantly
contribute to strengthening the family and promoting the health of the family system.

The authors declare that the artificial intelligence tool DeepSeek was used solely for language editing and translation
of references and the abstract during the preparation of this manuscript. All content generated or refined by this
tool has been thoroughly reviewed and verified by the authors. The authors bear full responsibility for the scientific
accuracy, originality, and integrity of the final manuscript. This tool played no role in the generation of ideas, data
analysis, or the final conclusions of the study.
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Introduction and Statement of the Problem

One of the most challenging issues in Imamiyyah jurisprudence and Iranian contract law is the
question of "immediacy" (fawriyyat) versus "permissiveness" (tarakhi) regarding the time period
for exercising options of sale (khiyarat). This issue, which determines the permissible timeframe for
rescinding or ratifying a transaction, has a direct and undeniable impact on the security of commercial
dealings and the fate of contracts. Despite the extensive and sometimes conflicting opinions of jurists
in this field, these disagreements largely stem from differences in their methodological approaches
to jurisprudential inference. In this context, one of the most significant scholarly developments is
the introduction of an approach that considers some options as "endorsed" (imda'T) and rooted in the
established practice of rational people (buna' al-'uqald'). This article, relying on Imam Khomeini's
distinctive theory in his work Al-Bay', seeks to answer the fundamental question of whether
accepting the endorsed or established nature of options affects how legal evidence is interpreted and,
consequently, the ruling on the immediacy or permissiveness of the time period for exercising them.
The main hypothesis of the research is based on the premise that by adopting the endorsed approach,
rational options (such as the option of fraud or ghabn) imply, based on the generality of their evidence,
a permissive timeframe, while established options (such as the options for animals, the session, and
sight) remain subject to the ruling of immediacy.

Background and Theoretical Foundations

Traditional analyses of earlier jurists were primarily based on verbal inference from narrations and
the general implications of evidence. Shaykh Ansari, in his work Al-Makasib, took an important step
toward systematizing this discussion by distinguishing between different types of options, but he
still operated within the framework of the established approach for most of them. The turning point
in these discussions was the emergence of a view that considers some options as endorsed and based
on the practice of rational people. Scholars such as Na'mni and Khi'i, by proposing this approach and
relying on implied conditions and rational presumptions, paved the way for a new interpretation of
the legal evidence.

In terms of conceptualization, "option" (khiyar) means the right to rescind a contract. "Establishment"
(ta'sis) refers to the creation of a ruling by the Lawgiver without any precedent among rational
people, such as the options for animals and the session. "Endorsement” (imda') means the Lawgiver's
approval of existing customs and practices among rational people, such as the options for fraud and
defects. Imam Khomeini believed that some options, such as the option of condition, violation of
description, defects, and fraud, have long been prevalent in the marketplace of rational people, and
the Lawgiver has endorsed them. In his view, the Lawgiver's endorsement does not constitute the
creation of authority for custom; rather, it indicates the rational validity of that custom. Furthermore,
Imam Khomeini, criticizing the view of Na'mni and Khi'T who considered rational options to be
based on implied conditions, maintained that these options are even without any mental stipulation,
expected and practiced by rational people, and this rational presumption is the primary basis for their
establishment.

Regarding the practical principle concerning immediacy and permissiveness, both Shaykh Ansari
and Imam Khomeini held that in cases where the principle of estishab (presumption of continuity)
cannot be applied, the default rule is the immediacy of the option. This means that in cases of doubt,
one resorts to the principle of the invalidity of rescission or the principle of the ineffectiveness of
rescission after the immediate timeframe, leading to the conclusion that one must limit oneself to the
certain timeframe of the option and thus consider it immediate in a customary sense; an immediacy
that is determined according to the commercial status of the item and the customary perspective.

Findings and Analysis of Perspectives

A comparative review of the jurists' opinions on various options demonstrates that the endorsed
approach has a direct impact on the ruling of immediacy and permissiveness:

Regarding the option of defect (khiyar al-'ayb), the majority of jurists, including Imam Khomeini,
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advocate permissiveness. He believes that the mursala narration of Jamil ibn Durr3j is absolute in its
implication, and its subject is "the item remaining in its original condition" (baqa' al-mabT qa'iman
bi-'aynihi), with no role for immediacy. Consequently, as long as the goods remain in their original
state, the option of defect persists.

Regarding the option of fraud (khiyar al-ghabn), which Imam Khomeini considers to be an endorsed
option, he criticizes traditional evidence such as verse 29 of Surat al-Nisa' and the hadith of no harm
(la darar). He identifies the strongest basis for this option as the established practice of rational
people. On this basis, since the rational criterion for this option is merely "the occurrence of gross
fraud" (tahaqquq al-ghabn al-fahish), and this criterion is not eliminated by a delay in exercising the
option, the option of fraud implies permissiveness. Imam Khomeini explicitly states that there is no
specific time limit for exercising this option, and whenever fraud is proven, the right to rescission
is established, unless the delay reaches a point that causes harm to the other party or amounts to
negligence without a reasonable excuse.

Regarding the option of deception (khiyar al-tadlis), although the majority of jurists have ruled in
favor of its immediacy, considering that this option is also among the rational and endorsed options,
Imam Khomeini argues that if its rational criterion is properly established, one must accept customary
permissiveness. However, in cases where there is ambiguity regarding its rational criterion and the
jurists concur on its immediacy, the principle of immediacy prevails.

In contrast, established options (khiyarat al-ta'sisiyyah), such as the options for animals (hayawan),
the session (majlis), and sight (ru'yat), due to their specific shar'i nature, remain subject to the ruling
of immediacy. These options were instituted by the Lawgiver, and their timing is determined by the
verbal indications of their specific evidence; if there is doubt about the scope of their application, the
practical principle leads to immediacy. Furthermore, regarding the option of condition (khiyar al-
ishtirat), its timing is subject to the generality or restriction and the customary indication of the parties'
statements. If the statement is absolute, the ruling is permissiveness.

Conclusion and Research Contributions

A systematic examination of the jurists' opinions, particularly through the lens of Imam Khomeini's
distinguished theory, shows that the extensive disagreements on immediacy and permissiveness mainly
arise from two different approaches to the origin and nature of options: the established approach, which
is based on the analysis of specific verbal evidence, and the endorsed approach, which views options
as arising from the rational practice and conventional presumptions of commercial transactions. From
Imam Khomeini's perspective, in endorsed options, the central focus is on identifying the precise
subject of the option within the rational presumption. Where the subject of the option is explicitly
stated in the legal evidence (such as "the item remaining in its original condition" in the option of
defect), its customary indication determines the timing, and if the absoluteness is established, it
leads to permissiveness. However, if there is doubt about its absoluteness, the practical principle of
immediacy applies. In contrast, for options whose subject is not mentioned in the evidence (such as
the option of fraud, where the subject is "the occurrence of gross fraud"), the temporal scope must be
determined by clarifying the rational criteria and uncovering the conventional presumptions.

The essential point is that in cases of ambiguity and lack of precise clarification of the option's
subject, the rational and practical principle is the customary immediacy of sales options; because the
indefinite continuation of the right to rescind is incompatible with the rational practice that avoids
confusion and harm to the parties. This endorsed approach, by respecting the practice of rational
people as an authentic source of inference while simultaneously applying the principle of immediacy
in cases of ambiguity, achieves reasonable results consistent with commercial custom, offering greater
comprehensiveness and efficiency in the contemporary legal system.

From a practical standpoint, this research can serve as a basis for revising Article 409 of the
Iranian Civil Code and related articles concerning the time period for options. It can also be used
as a theoretical foundation for judicial practice and commercial arbitration. Ultimately, this research
demonstrates that the endorsed approach can open a new horizon for resolving long-standing disputes
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among jurists and legal scholars, providing a clear and principled solution for determining the
immediacy or permissiveness of options.

The author declare that the artificial intelligence tool DeepSeek was used solely for language editing
and translation of references and the abstract during the preparation of this manuscript. All content
generated or refined by this tool has been thoroughly reviewed and verified by the author. The author
bear full responsibility for the scientific accuracy, originality, and integrity of the final manuscript.
This tool played no role in the generation of ideas, data analysis, or the final conclusions of the study.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

Power distance, as one of the six dimensions in Hofstede's organizational culture model, is a key
indicator for measuring the acceptance of unequal power distribution in human societies. In the
political realm, this concept reflects the extent to which citizens and governmental institutions
perceive power hierarchies as inherent and unchangeable. In societies with high power distance,
leaders are often portrayed as beyond criticism, and exaggerated flattery becomes a tool for gaining
privilege. In contrast, societies with low power distance institutionalize critique as a norm and
consider accountability the foundation of political legitimacy. Among powerholders in high-power-
distance societies, Hobb al Itra’ (an inclination toward excessive praise) is prevalent; a phenomenon
condemned in Islamic teachings for its destructive consequences on governance. Exaggerated praise
distorts a leader's self-awareness, fostering arrogance and negligence. Ultimately, this undermines the
integrity of the political system and institutionalizes administrative corruption.

This study examines 'self-praise’ (Hobb al Itra’) from an ethical perspective within the intellectual
framework of the First Imam of Shi’a Islam - a framework that, after 14 centuries, continues to
manifest its influence in the thought and conduct of both late and contemporary leaders of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The two leaders of the Revolution of Iran, inspired by the behavioral school of Imam
Ali, have endeavored — and continue to endeavor - to emulate their exemplar in governance.
Regarding the necessity of this research, it must be stated that on one hand, introducing successful
models of religious governance grounded in divine revelation fundamentally undermines the arguments
of those who advocate for the separation of religion and politics. This refers to a governance system
first established during the early Islamic era by the Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib, peace be upon him, which
re-emerged centuries later in a novel and unparalleled structure known as the Islamic Republic— a
political system whose leaders have meticulously adhered to Imam Ali's principles, both ideologically
and in practical governance.

On the other hand, the lived experience of the First Shi'a Imam and the leaders of the Islamic Republic
serves as a reliable source, offering researchers the opportunity to examine proven approaches to
governance — methods that have earned widespread admiration — and propose them as exemplary
models for leaders of other societies.

Literature Review

Although concepts related to power distance in the conduct of Imam Ali have been explored
in previous research — such as "An analysis of Imam Ali's managerial behavior based on power
distance" (Tabatabaei Nodoushan et al., 2022) — no comparative study with the leaders of the Islamic
Revolution has been conducted thus far. Moreover, the connection between excessive praise (Hobb al
Itra”) and the weakening of political system integrity has not been examined within the discourse of
contemporary political science. Accordingly, the novelty of this article lies in integrating Hobb al Itra’
as a jurisprudential-ethical concept with the "power distance index" in political science.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and relies on library-based resources, conducted
in two phases: First Phase: All relevant propositions concerning "Hobb al Itra’" were extracted from
narrational (Hadith) texts. Subsequently, a qualitative content analysis was conducted on the speeches
of Imam Khomeini in Sahifah-ye Imam and the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei. Second Phase: The
responses of Imam Ali and the two leaders of the Revolution were classified into two axes: Negative
& Positive. Subsequently, the data obtained in the initial phase were analyzed through conceptual
matching between micro-measures of power distance and mechanisms of prohibition against flattery'
(nahy al Itra’) in Islamic texts.

Findings Section
In Imam Ali's speech, the Hobb al Itra’ is identified as a reprehensible behavior whose detrimental
consequences encompass both religious and worldly affairs of humankind. This phenomenon has been
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described by Islamic scholars such as Mulla Ahmad Naraqt as a moral malady that leads to the loss
of true human perfection and fosters hypocrisy (Riya) and dissimulation (Nifaq). Imam Ali explicitly
characterizes the love of Hobb al Itra’ as one of Satan's most formidable opportunities that paves the
way for the corruption and destruction of human deeds.

One of the signs of the immorality of excessive praise is Imam Ali’s comparison of it to “a foul-
smelling wind in the heart,” which reveals its connection to the moral vices mentioned in the Holy
Qur’an, such as hypocrisy and hardness of heart. Furthermore, in the words of Imam Ali, exaggerated
praise leads to self-conceit and heedlessness in the person who is praised, resulting in a distorted self-
perception and a false understanding of oneself. Imam Ali describes both excessive praise and blame
as the greatest forms of folly, standing in stark contrast to wisdom, and asserts that such behavior
traps a person in a vicious cycle of arrogance and misjudgment.

Throughout the hadiths of Imam Ali, the perspective on the Hobb al Itra’ is consistently ethical in
nature, such that even the cognitive discussions related to it are analyzed within the framework of
adherence to moral principles. Imam Ali’s hadiths, primarily focus on the primary and secondary
ethical consequences of this phenomenon. In the context of interactions with government officials,
these teachings can be interpreted as part of the professional ethics of management. Notable examples
of this approach include warnings against exaggeration, recommendations to cultivate officials who
do not excessively praise their superiors, and elucidations of the connection between “excessive
praise” and the emergence of arrogance and insubordination.

Comparative Section of the Study: The findings indicate that Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah
Khamenei, drawing inspiration from the Alawi tradition, have manifested three major signs of
distancing themselves from the Hobb al Itra’ in their thoughts and behaviors:

1. Expressing Disdain for Comparison with the Ahl al-Bayt: Both leaders have repeatedly and
decisively rejected any comparisons between themselves and the Prophets or the Imams. Imam
Khomeini regarded such comparisons as sources of arrogance, intellectual decline, and regression,
while Ayatollah Khamenei described the non-infallible as “plants in the polluted environment of
the world,” deeming any attribution of the qualities of the Ahl al-Bayt to others as incorrect.

2. Explicit Criticism of Exaggerated Praise: The two leaders of the revolution have adopted corrective
stances in response to excessive commendations. Imam Khomeini characterized self-praise as a
kind of illness and “magnificence-selling,” whereas Ayatollah Khamenei considered phrases such
as “melte away in devotion to leadership” or “my life for the leader” to be contrary to Islamic
principles and undesirable. They emphasize that praise is due only to God, and humans are merely
imperfect servants.

3. Deterring Society from the Hobb al Itra’: Both leaders have moderated public perceptions
regarding the immunity of officials through two key measures. The first measure involves
encouraging officials to accept criticism; Imam Khomeini viewed criticism of rulers as a right of
the people and a sign of self-development, while Ayatollah Khamenei regarded receptiveness to
criticism as obligatory and an inseparable part of executive work. The second measure includes
providing a model of apology by officials; Imam Khomeini apologized to the families of martyrs
for the system’s shortcomings, and Ayatollah Khamenei admitted errors in population policies,
thereby offering a practical example of humility and rejecting a safe haven for officials.

Conclusion

The Hobb al Itra’ (the love of flattery), as a cognitive rupture within power structures, is not only
presented as a demonic factor in the thought of Imam Ali but has also been challenged in the practical
conduct of the two Imams of the Revolution through mechanisms such as "structural receptiveness
to criticism," "the model of apology," and "the ethics of accountability." This approach redefines the
theoretical paradox in classical political science discourse — which often deems ethics incompatible
with the efficacy of power — by offering a model of authority combined with humility.

From the perspective of Power Distance Theory, this research yields at least two major outcomes:
First, it demonstrates that the "power distance" index in Islamic societies — relying on the Alawi and



Volume 28, Issue 110, Spring 2026, pp. 117-150 Matin Research Journal 4

revolutionary traditions — is not solely based on the acceptance of inequality, but rather on ethical
moderating mechanisms that define the leader as a "trustee of the people" rather than a "privileged
owner." Second, the combination of "prohibition of flattery" in religious teachings with "public
oversight" in modern theories suggests a model where the reduction of power distance does not signify
a weakening of authority, but rather acts as a reinforcement of legitimacy through accountability.
The authors of this paper offer suggestions for future research: cross-cultural comparative studies
to assess the application of the "authority combined with humility" model in Islamic and non-
Islamic governance systems; a re-reading of Shi'a political theology texts centered on the concept
of "stewardship of power"; and the design of a composite index for ethics-oriented power distance
(EM-PDI) with an emphasis on the components of receptiveness to criticism, propensity for apology,
and accountability.
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Introduction

The nature and manner of how political systems deal with opposition groups has always been one
of the most challenging issues in governance. The Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO), as one
of the most important and uncompromising opponents of the Islamic Republic, has experienced
extensive and complex transformations in ideology, strategy, and performance since its formation.
These transformations began with armed struggle against the Pahlavi regime, escalated into violent
confrontation with the Islamic Republic after the Islamic Revolution, and continue to this day, more
than four decades later.

Examining the Islamic Republic’s model of engagement with the MKO is significant not only from
a historical perspective, but also because of its applicability to similar cases of opposition groups,
thus holding both theoretical and practical importance. Accordingly, the purpose of this article is to
present a comprehensive analysis of the Islamic Republic’s interactions with the MKO, with the aim
of developing a model for dealing with opposition groups within the framework of Islamic political
jurisprudence and the conduct (sirah) of the Infallibles (peace be upon them). This model may also
serve as a basis for analyzing the Islamic Republic’s approach toward other opposition groups. In this
regard, the main research question is: According to what logic can the Islamic Republic’s behavioral
model toward the MKO (in light of its behavioral transformation) be justified?

Literature Review

Although considerable research has been published on the intellectual, structural, and operational
transformations of the MKO, there is as yet no study that examines the Islamic Republic’s
confrontation with the organization as an analytical model for dealing with opposition. This research
is innovative in several respects: first, by referring to jurisprudential discussions, it explains the roots
of the transformation in the Islamic Republic’s logic of dealing with the MKO over time in response
to the organization’s behavior. Second, it seeks to present, on the basis of this logic, an analytical
model of the Islamic Republic’s behavior toward opponents, as exemplified by the MKO. Third, in
explaining this model, the study applies an Islamic approach to classifying the reciprocal political
behavior of the people and the political system.

Materials and Methods

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method and draws upon library sources, including
official documents, declarations, Imam Khomeini’s statements and judicial rulings, as well as MKO
publications, to study the evolution of the MKO and the Islamic Republic’s responses.

Findings

The study argues that the MKO’s behavioral evolution can be divided into three phases: (1) “Struggle

and Opposition” against the Pahlavi regime (pre-revolution), (2) “Opposition” to the Islamic Republic

(1979-1981), and (3) “Armed Confrontation” with the Islamic Republic (from 1981 onward). The

findings highlight several points:

1. Imam Khomeini’s governance in relation to the MKO was based on the principles of Shi‘a political
jurisprudence, the conduct of the Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Ali (AS), as well as the sociological
framework of political behavior. This approach was gradual, step-by-step, and proportionate to the
MKO?’s strategic shifts.

2. The Islamic Republic’s initial approach toward the MKO as an opposition group emphasized
tolerance, advice, and guidance. However, with the MKO’s transition to organized violence and
collaboration with a foreign enemy (the Ba‘athist regime of Iraq), the Islamic Republic’s response
shifted to legitimate violence—grounded in the jurisprudential rulings of moharebeh (waging war
against God) and baghy (armed insurrection against a legitimate ruler).

3. The Islamic Republic’s actions against the MKO are defensible within both religious and rational
frameworks, and can be reproduced as a theoretical-practical model for dealing with other
opposition groups.
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Conclusion
The Islamic Republic’s behavior toward the MKO was systematically structured, logically consistent,
and proportionate to the organization’s behavioral transformations. This can be analyzed in three
dimensions:

 Jurisprudentially: The Islamic Republic’s political conduct toward the MKO can be analyzed
through the jurisprudential concepts of moharebeh and baghy. During the early years, the MKO’s
terrorist actions fell under moharebeh, but with the intensification of military activity and cooperation
with Saddam Hussein’s regime, their actions came under baghy. Qur’anic teachings, the Prophetic
and Alavid sirah, and these jurisprudential rulings all stress the necessity of decisive response—i.e.
legitimate violence-against groups threatening social and Islamic order.

* Sociologically: Throughout its history, the MKO underwent three distinct behavioral stages: armed
struggle against the Pahlavi regime, non-armed opposition to the Islamic Republic, and armed
terrorist confrontation with the Islamic Republic. This evolution shows the MKO’s shift from political
opposition to attempts at regime overthrow through violent means. Correspondingly, the Islamic
Republic’s behavior shifted from advice and tolerance to legitimate violence, mirroring the Prophet’s
(PBUH) hierarchical model in dealing with opponents: invitation, tolerance, and ultimately, jihad.

* Governance-wise: Imam Khomeini’s positions toward the MKO evolved in line with its actions.
Initially, he attempted to guide and dissuade the group through advice and warning. However, with
the escalation of violence, assassinations, and collaboration with Saddam’s regime, he endorsed
legitimate violence-including execution-strictly within Islamic legal boundaries.

Practically speaking, in line with Islamic rationality, the Islamic Republic’s approach weakened the
MKO’s domestic structure, reduced its terrorist influence, restored societal security, and prevented
the spread of terrorist violence.

The author declare that the artificial intelligence tool DeepSeek was used solely for language editing
and translation of references and the abstract during the preparation of this manuscript. All content
generated or refined by this tool has been thoroughly reviewed and verified by the author. The author
bear full responsibility for the scientific accuracy, originality, and integrity of the final manuscript.
This tool played no role in the generation of ideas, data analysis, or the final conclusions of the study.
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